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The Seal of Saint Xavier University

From its earliest design honoring the Blessed Virgin  

Mary to the Coat of Arms seal of today, the seal  

of Saint Xavier University symbolizes a proud history  

of Catholic education in Chicago.

Designed by art department faculty member  

Sister Mary Solina Hicks, R.S.M., this seal includes a black  

and white checkerboard and diagonal gold bars from  

the family coat of arms of Saint Francis Xavier,  

red and gold bars and a white Jerusalem cross taken from  

the shield of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas,  

an open book to represent education, and the Scripture verse:  

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6)

Saint Xavier University continues to use this seal  

as a symbol of its heritage and mission.



Mission Statement
Saint Xavier University, a Catholic institution inspired by the heritage of the Sisters of Mercy, 
educates men and women to search for truth, to think critically, to communicate effectively, 
and to serve wisely and compassionately in support of human dignity and the common good.

University Vision
Saint Xavier University will be an educational institution that responds to people with 
dignity and promotes thought leadership, giving voice to that effort through the scholarship 
and prominent work of our faculty and staff. We will use that leadership to develop mutually 
beneficial relationships and strategic partnerships with external communities so that we can 
create increased opportunities for a diverse community of ethical, motivated and socially 
engaged learners who are prepared for 21st century careers.

Core Values
The Saint Xavier University community commits itself to practicing eight core values 
as it engages in a search for truth and knowledge, both for personal enhancement and to 
understand and improve our world.

RESPECT   
moves us to understand the gifts and 
unique contributions of every person in the 
University community and to value diverse 
perspectives.

EXCELLENCE  
commits us to challenge ourselves to utilize 
our God-given gifts: intellectual, social, 
physical, spiritual and ethical.

COMPASSION   
compels us to stand with and embrace 
others in their suffering that, together, 
we may experience God’s liberating and 
healing presence.

SERVICE    
calls us to use our gifts, talents and abilities 
to advance the genuine well-being of our 
community and those we encounter.

HOSPITALITY   
draws us to do our daily work with a spirit 
of graciousness that welcomes new ideas 
and people of all backgrounds and beliefs.

INTEGRITY   
gives us the ability to realize the greater good 
in our actions and programs, and challenges 
us to look at our work and ourselves 
holistically and as one united with others 
across the globe.

DIVERSITY    
builds a community that fosters a climate 
that is open and welcoming to diverse 
people, ideas and perspectives; that promotes 
a constructive discourse on the nature of 
diversity; and that engages faculty, staff 
and students in activities that promote the 
University’s core values.

LEARNING FOR LIFE 
in the liberal arts tradition, encourages us to 
pursue knowledge and truth throughout our 
lives in ways that improve our communities 
and ourselves and that strengthen our 
understanding of each other.

1 In its governance, Saint Xavier University is a Catholic and Mercy institution because its sponsors, the Sisters of Mercy, hold  
certain “reserved powers” consonant with their canonical (Church) and civil responsibilities for the University. These “reserved powers” 
are outlined in the University’s articles and bylaws and, with limited exceptions, are exercised on behalf of the Sisters of Mercy by the 
Conference for Mercy Higher Education. It is through this governance relationship with the Sisters of Mercy that Saint Xavier University 
is recognized by the Roman Catholic Church as a Catholic institution and ministry.

A Vision of Our Catholic and Mercy Identity

Saint Xavier University, founded and sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, extends the teaching 
ministry of Jesus Christ to those seeking higher education. As an officially recognized ministry of 
the Catholic Church,1 the University grounds its core activities of teaching, learning, scholarship 
and service in Catholic theological principles that affirm the goodness and value of all creation 
and a view of human persons as created in the image of God and thus free, rational, relational and 
endowed with inherent dignity. 

As a Catholic university, Saint Xavier University challenges all the members of its community to 
search for truth, especially religious truth, and to engage in a dialogue between faith and reason 
that ultimately leads toward the contemplation of God’s creation and social action for the common 
good. This search for truth demands careful observation, critical analysis, vigorous debate, personal 
and communal theological reflection, and ethical and engaged decision-making leading toward a 
life that respects both the inherent dignity of another and the worth of all creation. Setting the 
context for the search for truth, the University encourages its community, especially its students, 
to become familiar with the richness of the Catholic intellectual tradition and the imperatives of 
Catholic social teaching. Respecting academic freedom, the University strives to be a place where 
the vigorous discussion of ideas can occur, especially as they relate to its mission as a Catholic 
university. In the spirit of respectful and critical discourse, the University welcomes the breadth of 
the Catholic tradition as well as the voices of other religious and non-religious communities.

As a Mercy university, Saint Xavier challenges its community members to teach, learn, research 
and act not only for themselves but also for others. Thus, a seminal characteristic of the University 
is its commitment to service. Ideally, such service, whether direct or through the University’s efforts 
to understand and remediate unjust systems, reflects the spirituality of Catherine McAuley, the 
founder of the Sisters of Mercy. This spirituality is grounded in the theology of the Incarnation, 
animated by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and expressed through acts of compassion 
that embody the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. In particular, the University community 
expresses special concern for those who are economically poor, especially women and children. 
In so doing, the University goes beyond simply passive expressions of heartfelt concern, and even 
the willingness to stand with those who suffer. It seeks to right what is wrong and restore what is 
broken, thereby promoting human dignity, justice and the common good.

Saint Xavier University signifies and celebrates its Catholic and Mercy heritage in its symbolic, 
sacramental and liturgical expressions, and in its communal and collegial ethos. The University 
offers many opportunities to reflect, pray, worship and access the sacraments. It symbolizes its 
rich faith tradition through the appropriate placement of religious symbols and artwork. Further, 
it observes liturgical seasons and feasts central to its Catholic and Mercy heritage and provides 
orientation and mentoring programs that educate the community about this identity.



Mercy Heritage
Founder and sponsor of Saint Xavier University, the religious congregation of the Sisters of Mercy 
originated in Dublin, Ireland. Today, the Sisters of Mercy number over 7,200 members and serve in 
over 47 countries on all the continents except Antarctica. The Sisters of Mercy sponsor 16 colleges 
and universities in the United States and serve more than 40,000 students.

A Vision of Our Catholic and Mercy Identity

Recognizing that the search for God and the celebration of God’s presence is ubiquitous, the 
University provides opportunities for those of other faith traditions and those on a personal journey 
of faith to study, to express, to worship, to celebrate and to discuss their religious beliefs in a 
climate that is respectful, hospitable and open to all. 

To summarize, offering the opportunity for higher education within a Catholic and Mercy context, 
Saint Xavier University honors Jesus Christ whom it recognizes as “the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life,” the motto of the University inscribed on its coat of arms.

Approved by the Board of Trustees, May 14, 2008

Graham School of Management
Honorary Degree Recipient
Citation honoring Carolyn Y. Woo, Ph.D.
President’s Fellow for Global Development

Purdue University
Upon the conferral by Saint Xavier University of the degree

Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa

Carolyn Y. Woo, Ph.D., currently serves as the President’s Fellow for Global 
Development at Purdue University. From 2012 to 2016, she served as president 
and CEO of Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the official international 
humanitarian agency of the Catholic community in the United States.
 
Before CRS, Woo served from 1997 to 2011 as dean of the University of Notre 
Dame’s Mendoza College of Business. During her tenure, the Mendoza College 
was frequently recognized as the nation’s leading business school in ethics 
education and research. Prior to the University of Notre Dame, she served as 
associate executive vice president for academic affairs at Purdue University.

 
Dr. Woo was born and raised in Hong Kong and immigrated to the United States to attend Purdue 
University, where she received her bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees and joined the faculty. Her 
teaching, research and administrative leadership have been recognized through Best Paper Awards by 
the Academy of Management; selection as one of 40 Young Leaders of American Academe by Change 
Magazine, the journal of the American Association for Higher Education; distinguished alumna and 
honorary alumna by Purdue University and the University of Notre Dame; as well as the conferral of 
honorary doctorates from Providence College, Loyola University of Maryland, Manhattan College, Wake 
Forest University, the University of Notre Dame and others.
 
Dr. Woo was the first female dean to chair the accreditation body for business schools — the Association 
to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) — and directed its Peace Through Commerce 
initiative. She also helped launch the Principles for Responsible Management Education (PRME) for the 
United Nations Global Compact.
 
Dr. Woo was one of five presenters in Rome at the release of Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment 
in June 2015. Her faith journey and work at CRS are recounted in her book, “Working for a Better 
World,” published in 2015 by Our Sunday Visitor.
 
Representing CRS, Dr. Woo was featured in the May/June 2013 issue of Foreign Policy as one of the 500 
most powerful people on the planet and one of only 33 in the category of “a force for good.” Her Catholic 
News Service monthly column took first place in the 2013 Catholic Press Association Awards in the 
category of Best Regular Column—spiritual life.
 
For this and other pertinent reasons, we are most pleased to confer on Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo the degree 
honoris causa, with all the rights and privileges thereof. Done in Chicago, this fifth day of May 2017.



College of Arts and Sciences
Honorary Degree Recipient
Citation honoring R. Scott Appleby, Ph.D.

Marilyn Keough Dean and Professor of History
Keough School of Global Affairs

University of Notre Dame
Upon the conferral by Saint Xavier University of the degree

Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa

R. Scott Appleby, Ph.D., is the Marilyn Keough dean of the Keough School 
of Global Affairs at the University of Notre Dame, where he’s also a professor 
of history and directs Contending Modernities, a major multi-year project to 
examine the interaction among Catholic, Muslim and secular forces in the 
modern world.

Dr. Appleby is a scholar of global religion and has been a member of Notre 
Dame’s faculty since 1994. His research examines the various ways in which 
religious movements and organizations shape and are shaped by national, regional 
and global dynamics of governance, deadly conflict, international relations and 

economic development. He co-chaired the Chicago Council on Global Affairs’ Task Force on Religion and 
the Making of U.S. Foreign Policy, which released the influential report, “Engaging Religious Communities 
Abroad: A New Imperative for U.S. Foreign Policy.” From 2000-2014, he served as the Regan director of the 
Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies. From 1988 to 1993, he was co-director of the Fundamentalism 
Project, an international public policy study conducted by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Dr. Appleby has served as either an author or editor for 15 books, including the widely cited volumes of “The 
Fundamentalism Project,” which was co-edited with Martin E. Marty and published by the University of 
Chicago Press; and “The Ambivalence of the Sacred: Religion, Violence and Reconciliation.” Most recently, 
Dr. Appleby co-edited with Atalia Omer “The Oxford Handbook of Religion, Conflict and Peacebuilding.” 
He also serves as lead editor of the Oxford University Press series “Studies in Strategic Peacebuilding.” 
Other titles by Dr. Appleby include “Catholics in the American Century” (Cornell University Press, 2012); 
“Peacebuilding: Catholic Theology, Ethics and Praxis” (Orbis, 2010) and “Church and Age Unite! The 
Modernist Impulse in American Catholicism” (Notre Dame, 1992). 

Dr. Appleby graduated from Notre Dame in 1978 and received his master’s and doctorate degrees in history 
from the University of Chicago. 

A fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the American Academy of Political and Social 
Sciences, Dr. Appleby is the recipient of three honorary doctorates from Fordham University, Scranton 
University and St. John’s University in Collegeville, Minn. 

For this and other pertinent reasons, we are most pleased to confer on Dr. R. Scott Appleby, the degree, 
honoris causa, with all the rights and privileges thereof. Done at Chicago, this sixth day of May, 2017.

School of Education & School of Nursing  
Commencement Speaker

Maudlyne Ihejirika
Urban Affairs Reporter and Columnist, Chicago Sun-Times

Maudlyne Ihejirika is an award-winning Chicago Sun-Times urban affairs 
reporter and columnist with nearly 30 years of experience in newspaper 
journalism, public relations and government. She currently pens the Sun-Times’s 
“Chicago Chronicles” column, long-form stories on “people and places that 
make Chicago tick,” with particular focus on African-American and Hispanic 
communities.

A Sun-Times staffer for 24 years, she has served as assistant city editor and 
covered beats from crime and inner city issues to housing and education, politics 
and philanthropy. Ihejirika left the Sun-Times in 1997 to serve as Gov. Jim 

Edgar’s press secretary for the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services; and in 1999, she left the 
state government to launch the Ihejirika Media & Communications Group. Her niche public relations firm 
managed the successful re-election campaign of U.S. Rep. Bobby Rush in 2000 when he was challenged by 
a then little-known politician by the name of Barack Obama. It would be the only race the former President 
Obama would lose on his upward trajectory to the U.S. presidency.

After returning to the Sun-Times in 2003, Ihejirika was honored with numerous awards, including the 2016 
Chicago Defender Women of Excellence Award, the prestigious 2015 Studs Terkel Award and the 2015 
National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) Salute to Excellence Award for best newspaper series 
nationally. She also earned NABJ’s Salute to Excellence Award for best newspaper features in 2011 and 
2014, the Vernon C. Jarrett Par Excellence in Journalism Award in 2013 and two Society of Professional 
Journalists Lisagor Awards in 2008. 

She is a frequent guest contributor on WTTW-TV’s “Chicago Tonight: Week in Review” and FOX-32’s 
“Good Day Chicago” and has appeared as a political analyst on CNN, TV One, ABC and CBS, as well as 
WBEZ, WVON and V103 radio stations.

She is the author of “Escape from Nigeria: A Memoir of Faith, Love and War,” a riveting tale of her family’s 
survival of the brutal Nigerian-Biafran War and the miracles that brought them to the U.S. as refugees on 
June 9, 1969 through the help of five American couples who undertook this humanitarian effort. 

In 2016, Ihejirika served as a special guest speaker for a Kappa Delta Pi Society event hosted by Saint Xavier 
University’s School of Education. She gave an informative talk on the education beat, providing students 
with inspiring stories of the best teachers she had encountered and the qualities that set them apart.

Also that year, Ihejirika wrote a piece for the Chicago Sun-Times featuring Saint Xavier University’s 
commencement. In the article, she wrote: “It’s that time of year when the famous don academic robes and 
ascend college commencement stages across the nation in hopes of inspiring the next generation.” Now, 
Ihejirika herself is inspiring the next generation of graduates as one of Saint Xavier’s 2017 commencement 
speakers.
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Commencement Procession Leaders

Marshal and Master of Ceremonies
Peter Hilton, Ph.D.

President, Faculty Senate

Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
Vice President, Faculty Senate

Staff Leadership

Brian Mueller, M.A. ’14
President, Staff Council

Elizabeth DeCarlo
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Deans Council
Kathleen Alaimo, Ph.D.
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Associate Provost for Graduate and Continuing 
Studies, Educational Partnership and Extended 

Campus Programs
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May 5, 2017

Student Speaker Valencia Pringle 
 BBA Accounting

Conferral of Honorary Degree Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D. 
 President 

Commencement Address Carolyn Y. Woo, Ph.D.

Presentation of Candidates

Graham School of Management Asghar Sabbaghi, Ph.D.
 Dean, Graham School of Management

Conferral of Degrees Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 President 

Announcement of Recipients Victoria Lowczyk, B.M. ’97 M.M.

Closing Remarks Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 President

Benediction Rev Msgr. John F. Canary, S.T.L. 
 Board of Trustees

Recessional The Brass Quintet
Allegro Maestoso “Horn Pipe” from Water Music 
by George Frideric Handel

Graham School of Management Program

Musical Prelude   The Brass Quintet

Announcements Gail Young, B.A.
 Executive Assistant to the President

Processional The Brass Quintet
Fanfare and Processional “Pomp and Circumstance”
By Sir Edward Elgar

Order of Procession 
Marshal Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
 Vice President, Faculty Senate
 Associate Professor, Language and Literature
Master of Ceremonies
Graduates
Staff
Faculty
President’s Cabinet
Members of the Board of Trustees
Deans’ Council
Honorary Degree Recipient
President of the University

Welcome   Peter Hilton, Ph.D.
 Master of Ceremonies
 President, Faculty Senate
 Associate Professor, School of Education

 

Invocation Sister Corinne Raven, R.S.M., MS. 
 Board of Trustees

The National Anthem The Brass Quintet
The Star-Spangled Banner by John Stafford Smith
Words by Francis Scott Key

President’s Remarks Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 

Please silence all cellphones during the commencement ceremony. Thank you.



May 6, 2017

 

Student Speaker Meghan Nikole Hill 
 B.A. Communication Sciences and Disorders, B.A. Music

Conferral of Honorary Degree Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 President

Commencement Address R. Scott Appleby, Ph.D.

Presentation of Candidates

College of Arts and Sciences Greg A. Coutts, Ph.D. 
 Acting Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Conferral of Degrees Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 President 

Announcement of Recipients Victoria Lowczyk, B.M., ’97, M.M. 

Closing Remarks Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 President

Benediction Joseph Preston, M.A.
 Campus Ministry Director

Recessional The University Wind Ensemble
Crown Imperial March 
by Sir William Walton

College of Arts and Sciences Program

Musical Prelude   The University Wind Ensemble
 Joshua Thompson, D.M.A., Conductor
 Director of Instrumental Activities
 Assistant Professorial Lecturer, Department of Music

Announcements   Gail Young, B.A.
 Executive Assistant to the President

  
Processional The University Wind Ensemble
Fanfare and Processional Pomp and Circumstance 
by Sir Edward Elgar

Order of Procession 
Marshal Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
 Vice President, Faculty Senate
 Associate Professor, Language and Literature

Master of Ceremonies 
Graduates
Staff
Faculty 
President’s Cabinet 
Members of the Board of Trustees 
Deans’ Council 
Honorary Degree Recipient 
President of the University

Welcome   Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
 Master of Ceremonies
 Vice President, Faculty Senate
 Associate Professor, Language and Literature

Invocation   Sister Carol Mucha, R.S.M., M.P.S.
 Mercy Care

The National Anthem Members of the Saint Xavier University Chorale
The Star-Spangled Banner Laura Kempa Bogan, M.M., Conductor
by John Stafford Smith Director of Choral Activities
Words by Francis Scott Key Lecturer, Department of Music

President’s Remarks Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.

Please silence all cellphones during the commencement ceremony. Thank you.



School of Education and School of Nursing Program

Musical Prelude   The University Wind Ensemble
 Joshua Thompson, D.M.A., Conductor
 Director of Instrumental Activities
 Assistant Professor, Department of Music

Announcements   Gail Young, B.A.
 Executive Assistant to the President

Processional The University Wind Ensemble
Fanfare and Processional Pomp and Circumstance 
by Sir Edward Elgar

Order of Procession 
Marshal Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
 Vice President, Faculty Senate
 Associate Professor, Language and Literature
Master of Ceremonies 
Graduates
Staff
Faculty 
President’s Cabinet 
Members of the Board of Trustees 
Deans’ Council 
Commencement Speaker 
President of the University 

Welcome   Peter Hilton, Ph.D.
 Master of Ceremonies
 President, Faculty Senate
 Associate Professor, School of Education

Invocation Sister Margaret Mary Knittel, D.Min.
 Board of Trustees

The National Anthem The University Wind Ensemble
The Star-Spangled Banner by John Stafford Smith
Words by Francis Scott Key

President’s Remarks Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 

Please silence all cellphones during the commencement ceremony. Thank you.

May 6, 2017

Student Speaker Mohammad Mustafa Alsheikh 
 Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Introduction of Commencement Speaker Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D. 
 President 

Commencement Address Maudlyne Ihejirika

Presentation of Candidates

School of Education E. Suzanne Lee, Ph.D.
 Dean, School of Education

School of Nursing Gloria Jacobson, R.N., Ph.D.
 Dean, School of Nursing

Conferral of Degrees Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 President 

Announcement of Recipients Victoria Lowczyk, B.M. ’97, M.M.

Closing Remarks Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
 President

Benediction Avis Clendenen, D.Min., Ph.D.
 Special Assistant to the President

Recessional The University Wind Ensemble
Crown Imperial March 
by Sir William Walton



The Members of the Saint Xavier University Chorale
Laura Kempa Bogan, M.M., * Conductor

Monica Kropidlowski, M.M.,* Accompanist
Aubrey Malito, Assistant to the Conductor 

Soprano
Kayla Hughes

Erica Moll
Bethany Potempa

Katie Sheehan
Asya Taylor

Alto
Liana Arredondo
Therese Bueno
Meghan Hill

Aubrey Malito
Carla Sciortino

Tenor
Roberto Rodriguez

Eric Rose
Terrence Stewart*

Bass
Jonathan Anderson*
Nathaniel Christakis

Kabir Dalawari
Matthew Lech

Sean Rhead

*Saint Xavier University Alumni

Joshua Thompson, D.M.A.,* Trumpet

Peter Gillette, M.M., Trumpet

Paulette Velazquez, M.M., * Horn

Danny Tanner, Trombone

Mario Torres, Tuba

The Brass Quintet The University Wind Ensemble
Joshua Thompson, D.M.A., Assistant Professorial Lecturer

Conductor

Flute and Piccolo
Monica Bova

Flute
Sergio Flores

Amanda Gilliland 
Samantha Mikuski

Krystal Nelson
Jonathan Patino-Sanchez

Clarinet
Kayla Hughes
Adam Smith

Alto Saxophone
Adam Badagliacco

Andy Garcia
Rachel Garcia
Morgan Kupec

Tenor Saxophone
Monét Licea Pearson

Baritone Saxophone
Kristopher Sanchez

Horn
Julliana Castaneda

Mary Ford
Ashley Newbill

Trumpet
Barbara Koszarek

Antoni Tapia
Jadira Verduzco

Hannah Zablocki

Trombone
Qracious Edwards 
Adrian Leversen

Danny Tan

Tuba
Mario Torres

Percussion
Nicholas Gallinaro

Luis Martinez
Stephen Szajek



Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Adam I. Aboukheir
Roy J. Applewhite
Pedro Ascencio
James R. Augle
Shante G. Averett
Briani J. Bell
Deanna L. Bonder
Claire Elizabeth Bragg
Eric J. Byerwalter
Victor Cahue
Anita Carlos-Reyes
Joshua Carrillo
Angie Casey
Melina Castillo
Mayra Ceballos
Ricardo Cebrero
Meaghan K. Chausse
Kevin James Christensen
KatherineAnn Serina 
Christiano
Weronika Ciezczak
Andrew J. Cimonetti
Nicole A. Clancy
Steven Michael Cole
Araceli Cortez
David Costa
Joshua J. Davin
De’Meco Deanes
Declan H. Dennehy
Erik Diaz
Robert James Doherty
Jeremy R. Dryier
Julie Ann Eble
Joshua Escobedo
Daniel W. Fitzgerald
Rochelle Foster
Nicholas E. Gallinaro
Paul M. Gammel
Jeffrerey H. Garza
Tyler J. Gaynor
Valerie N. Georgelos
Diana Gomez
Adriana Gonzalez
Fidencio S. Gonzalez**

Rod R. Haddad
Tiffany A. Haddad
Rhonda Hammad
Theresa M. Healy
Alexandria N. Henry
Mary M. Hill
Richard D. Houlihan
Emmanuel C. Hounguevou
Shanice G. Howard
Kyle Jospeh Huppe
Moraweh T. Ibrahim
Pavol Jasnak
Matthew D. Johnson
Jared A. Jones
Sean R. Jones
Helal Jwayyed
Kamila Kania
Khalfani A.M. King
Slawomir S. Klus
Samantha Elizabeth Krawczyk
Nathalie Kuzlik
Daniel T. Ladd
Adrian M. Lara
Korey J. Little
Robert W. Lively
Kevin J. Lonergan
Timeka D. Love
Yahaira J. Lozano
Ronald J. Luce**
Nicole B. Maier
David Maka
Marzena B. Maka
Vanessa Marcial
Diana Marquez
Shaleen Elizabeth McGuire
Shane M. McPartland
Amber M. Meeks
Osvaldo Montoya
Destiny Danielle Moore
Matthew J. Mulqueen
Hatim Nassan
Brenda Oceguera
Anna Katherine O’Hara
Daniel M. O’Keefe
Mercedes Palomino
Derrick J. Pavoni
Idaly M. Pedraza

Ryan B. Pellack
Alexandra M. Perry
Bryan J. Polak
Amber Rose Pringle
Valencia R. Pringle
Thomas D. Ramey*
Betty H. Rankin
Thomas J. Ripoli
Chittina L. Robinson
Linnae Marissa Rodriguez
Saverio Zenere Ruback
Adam K. Samad
Kevin E. Sedrick
David P. Settanni
Tyler P. Sharp
Amanda Elizabeth Sheehan
Stephen J. Simms
Michael E. Snee
Victor S. Solis
Jake M. Stano
Michael J. Stefaniak
Bernard J. Sullivan
David Sullivan
Joseph M. Sullivan
Kacper D. Szumiec*
Kelly P. Teninty
Taylor Nicole Thompson
Lucia C. Torres
Joseph Trejo
Mayra J. Valenzuela
Randy K Van 
Cesar J. Vazquez
Claudia E. Vega
Laura Velazquez
Dennis J. Vilimek
Anna Walkosz
Zachary Ward
Eric S. West
Magda Patricia Wojtowicz
Susana Zavala
Kevin J. Zawaski
Deanne Zayed
Ryan Ziarko
Dave Zuniga

Graham School of Management
Asghar Sabbaghi, Ph.D., Dean

*Honors Core **Honors Scholar

Graham School of Management
(continued)

*Honors Scholar

Master of Business 
Administration
Maribel Acevedo
Rizwan Ahmed
Aina Oshin Akisanya
Nora Alasmar
Adam M. Alfraihat
Abdullah Alharthi
Ahmad Alkishi
Oluwadunsin E. Alli-Afoke
Ali Sulaiman Almayman
Fatimah Alobaid
Abdulaziz Alshaban
Wesam Aref
Manuel A. Ayala
Darryl Robert Baety
Amjad Nabeil A. Bardesse
John Bartuch, Jr.
Roseann M. Bautista
Dominique N. Bell
Thomas Anthony Beyna
Jamil Brown
Abdulrahman Saleh Bubshait
Cecilia Carmona
Santo J. Carollo
Michael Joseph Cesario
Julia G. Chojnacki
Nicholas F. Cortesi
Naomi Couch
Phillip J. Crivellone
Ada Marie Crowley
Lenora M. Dailey
Ramon Diaz II
Howard Anthony Dixon
Thomas M. Doherty
Jacob Doig
Chevell Donley
Taylor Ashley Dunn
Suzanne Elizabeth Duran
Ivana Angela Elzy
Chinenye Nneka Ezurike
Jeremy Robert Fennessy
Bradley Ricardo Ferraro
Ryan A. Finigan
Sean Michael Fitzgerald
Jane Flanagan

Marvin R. Fourte
Husam H. Freihat III
Mark F. Fruhwirth
Jane Margaret Funk
Jillian Galich
Susie R. Gilliam
Kelly Marisa Hanley
Jessica M. Heller
Karen Henry
Jeffrey Ignowski
Maloree A . Johnson
Jonathan D. Jones
Mary F. Kanoski
Jordan C. Keller
LaTonya Kelly-Hales
Nasser Ali M. Khalufi
Mehrad Khazey
Rukulatwa Kiiguta
Kaitlyn Mary Kirchner
Sara A. Krasneck
Mary Lattas
Falon D. Lawson
Brian M. Lenz
Crystal Leon
Roy Lloyd
Dawn C. Luster
Kathleen Lynch
Nicholas J. Mancari
Ryan William Mayer
Dildred McCoy
Nancy C. McMorran
Daniel M. McQuillan
Alvin Jesse Medina
Eugene J. Mhoon
Craig Miller
Andre R. Moore
Raheem Allen Moore
Jeffrey D. Mussman
Nizar Mustafa
Brittany Norman
Michael Nykaza
Brennan P. O’Boyle
Emily O’Keeffe
Assata Olugbala
Deirdre M. O’Toole-Pavlik
Chenyea A. Parker

Heidee Paulette Peebles
Waukeesha Pickens
Kara Porubsky
Beth Ann Prendergast
Emily Kuheli Rahman
Penelope Rajczyk
Rickey Thomas Roberts
Courtney T. Sanders
Enid Judith Santiago
Natalie Sawka
Katie B. Sears
Matthew Thomas Shanahan
Debora S. Shannon
Brittany M. Sherry
Scott Simons
Anesha J. Smith
McHale M. Smith
Tiara N. Smith
Alyssa Grace Stark
Monica Jessica Startek
Titania D. Stokes
Nichole Ann Stumpf
Alma Perez Suciu
Benjamin Lance Taylor
Matthew Joseph Thompson
Nefertia M. Tobar
James B. Turney
Mitchell D. Uratchko
Jon Paul Venegas
Donna J. Washington
Gary M. Watland
Molly R. Weber
William Weyant
La-Toya Patrice Williams
Roralie Woloszyn
Mark Jason Wuchter
Francis E. Zeiger III

Master of Science
Paul M. Carey
Daniel Grant Kunst
Peter Raymond London
Michael D. Sheehy
Lauren Elisabeth Sipple
Dominika Stefanczuk
Daniel H. Temkin
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Bachelor of Arts
Tasneem M. Abdelmajid
Ramey Ziad Abudayyeh
Mariam Abukhaled
Alexia Nicole Aguayo
Daisy Aguilar
Noemi Aguirre
Usama Ahmed
Kyeara K. Aikens
Guillan C. Algenio**
Casandra Almendariz
Elizabeth Alvarado
Karina Alvarado
Jacqueline Andablo Falcon
Natalia Antoszek
Casey E. Apato
Seth I. Archer-Helke
Mohammed Majdi Ashkar
Heather Ann Azcuy-Kaminski
Yasmine Ballout
Carissa Banich
David A. Baranda
Melissa Barron
Sean R. Barry
Mary K. Bedno
Kristen Judith Beeck
Betsy K. Benny
Alcides Bernal
Amanda Nicole Bernal
Paul A. Bishop
Asha R. Black
Leandreia A. Blakemore
Maxine E. Bolden
Sarah Bomicino
Stanislaw C. Borowski
Delanie Lynn Bosworth
Elizabeth Ann Bowles
Erik B. Buehler
Duy Henry M. Bui Nguyen
Jennifer Ann Buksa
Estefania Calderon
Autumn R. Cano
Tshonda D. Carter
Katie L. Cascone
Giselle A. Cazares

Arely Cerda
Christina T. Chiappetta
Carrie A. Church
Roger William Ciszewski
Regina A. Clark
Kevin M. Clayton
Kaylee Elizabeth Coffey
Kirsten R. Cooper
Ayanna Corbin
Jessica A. Cortez
Theodore T. Cotton
Dorcy Celia Covarrubias
Victor Cox
Jayde L. Crump
Haneefah Maryam Cummings*
Xana M. Cushingberry
Thomas A. Czech
Beata M. Czerwien
Donzel J. Davis
Miriam De la Torre
Timothy Dearing
Lindsay A. Diaferia
Jessica K. Diaz
Ashley M. Dillon
Adebambo C. Dosunmu
Janetta R. Duncan
Amanda T. Dziallo**
Jasmin J. Edwards
Alicia Nicole Eldridge
Leslie Estrada
Gregory J. Evers
Adrienne Fahy
Saphe A. Falaneh
Sinead M. Finnerty*
Megan E. Foody
Malik L. Fourte
Jarvis L. Franklin
Nathaly Diana Gal**
Alfonso Galan
Carina Gallegos
Mariana Garcia
Samantha R. Garcia
Yesenia Natali Garcia
Xochitl Gasca-Salgado
Gabrielle E. Glim

Sarah E. Glogowski
John P. Glover
Anna E. Goldman
Laura V. Gomez Rivera
Elizabeth T. Gonzalez
Adrian Gonzalez
Kaitlyn M. Good
Marissa Graves
Jordan A. Gray
Michael Daniel Griffin
Devon A. Griggs
Taylor I. Gusich
Gabriella Gutierrez
Marissa A. Guzman
Heidi M. Haack
Aysar A. Hamdan
Maribeth Hampton
Russell J. Hansen II
Wendy M. Harootunian
Seandra M. Harrell
Erica M. Harris
Kailani C. Harris
Claudia Hernandez
Robert J. Hernandez
Meghan Nikole Hill**
Frederick Hines, Jr.
Jacob D. Hope
Brittany Howell
Michael A. Hund
Joshua Imontay Hunter
Huda Salim Hussein
Malgorzata Ignas
Latanya A. Jackson
Dominique Jeter
Melissa A. Jimenez
Zhana G. Johnson
Meagan Elizabeth Jones
Brian J. Kelly
Carleigh M. Kemp
Thomas William Kinney
Savannah Jayne Kinsella*
Casey Patrick Kitching
Mark Thomas Kluk
Paul P. Kochanowicz
Robert Garrett Kresse

Amber C. Kunz**
Michael J. Lafenhagen
Christian J. Leibas
Ewelina W. Lichosyt
Brian Lozada
Ariana Yvette Lucas
Ryan M. Luzin
Erin A. Lyons
Brittany A. Madsen
Fabian Magallanes
Gustavo Magallanes
Sakina Mahmood
Eleni K. Manolis
Janelle Martinez
Jesse Martinez
Yesenia D. Martinez
Nora I. Martinez-Tellez
Kevin T. Mayer
Ryan C. McClafferty
Takahya M. McIntyre
Barbara M. McKay
Revi R. McMahon
Ryan P. McMahon
Jeremy Medina
Amber M. Meeks
Faviola Mendez
Bianca Mendoza
Julianna Rose Metzler
Nicole Olivia Mielnicki
Kathleen Marie Miller
Tyler Samuel Mitchell**
Ashley Moffett
Hydar Mohammed
Salam A. Mohammed
Bria M. Moncure
Melinda B. Moreno
Amanda A. Moritz
Alexia Mosqueda
Danielle M. Mountain**
Sereen Muhammad
Crystal D. Mullins
Joselyn Nava
Jesica Navarrete
Breanna V. Nelson
Alexander J. Neufeld

Kevin T. Newberry
Kayed E. Nofal
Alyssa Marie Nunez
Ashlyn Christine O’Brien**
Lisa Nicole O’Brien
Lina Odeh*
Laura M. Oeinck
Jacqueline R. Olguin- 
  Oropeza**
Gianna Rita O’Malley
Michael D. Owens
Edgar Padilla
Agata A. Padlo
Patricia Ann Pajac
Lauren E. Paluch
Hannah M. Park
Samantha A. Pawlak
Idaly M. Pedraza
Maria Guadalupe Pena
Celena Perez
Daniel J. Peters
Kalea F. Phillips
Monica Yoana Pinal
Brittany R. Plimmer
Kevin R. Powers
Linda M. Prince
Angelina C. Quinones
Bredz M. Ramirez
Jacob Michael Randulich
Elizabeth A. Rapacz
Daniel T. Rehder
Deionna D. Riley
Aleta D. Riley-Tellis**
Gabrielle Elizabeth Risolvato
Roberto A. Rivera
Bridget Rodriguez
Celeste Rodriguez
Kathy Rodriguez
Maria D. Rodriguez
Samantha L. Rogers
Clare K. Rohan
Thomas J. Rohlfs
Anna G. Romo
Amanda Ruiz
David Ignacio Ruiz

Sandra Ruiz
Aneta M. Rychtarczyk
Rana Sadek
Jessica Salgado
Melissa Salgado
Amy Lizeth Salgado-Miranda
Marie T. Salter
Rania Samawi
Christian Edward Sanchez
Kristopher Luis Sanchez
Emma J. Scigalski
Linda Serna
Minar Nassif Shehadah
Daniel F. Shipanik II
Christian J. Silva
Bonnie J. Simmons
Diane Janie Simmons
Gerrilyn Sipple
Patrick M. Skahill
Michael J. Smith
Christina M. Sperando
Kinga Z. Stanek
Stephanie A. Stavrenos
Amy Jean Stout
Mark A. Strbjak
Debra A. Strickland
Emily Anne Sullivan
Hannah Taff
Wioleta Takuska
Luz Andrea Tejeda
Felicia A. Tempel
Ricardo A. Tinajero
Kelly E. Tischler
Samantha J. Tobin
Taylar A. Tocco
Ania Tomaszewski
Kaitlin Joyce Toppel
Gianna Marie Torregrossa
Marcelino Torres
Benjamin Q. Truong
Farai Tsingano
David Uchman
Magdalena M. Ulanecka
Brianna L. Uptagraw
Ivan Valencia

˜

˜



Cynthia Vallejo
Danielle R. Vallone
Araceli Vega
Yesenia Villanueva
Miryam Itzel Villarreal
Laura N. Vogrig
Sarah Jane Vozel
Lawanda Marsha Wallace
Shannon M. Walsh
Jimeyah N. Ware
Ismail T. Washingtonbolden
Rachel N. Weis**
Daniel L. Wetzel
Rachel Renee Weyer
Betty Lee Whitfield
Alicia R. Williams
Deairra S. Williams
Jeremy Bryce Williams
Rachel S. Williams
Gissel Beliz Wright
Kyle E. Yaeger
Jeffery L. Zenner
Daniel Zmarzlinski

Bachelor of Music
Kevin James Christensen
Katherine L. Heffron

Bachelor of Science
Mustafa Waleed Abdul-Kader
Ciara J. Adams
Alexia Nicole Aguayo
Guillan C. Algenio**
Ayah Khaled Alia
Anas Alkouk
Luis Alvarez
Bellal Alzalam
Malik W. Amir
Yazen Walid Amir
Ahmad Ayyad
Jorge L. Barajas
Andrea P.  Barragan
Marcus William Bevans
Joshua D. Bielanski
Paige M. Brehm

Callie A. Brown*
William A. Burbatt III
Johnathan D. Burch
Natalie Marie Carberry
Tekeia Marie Carey
Kayla M. Castaneda
Aneta Chramiec
Caitlin M. Christ
Brian A. Coleman
Robert T. Connolly
Leeza J. Cooper
Daniel R. Cordes
Courtney Marie Correa
Anderson Crump III
Christopher Gerald Davis
Jeremiah Dematta Diaz*
Diamond DeAnna Dickerson
Sarah E. Egan
Ali Elnajami
Omar Espinoza
Kaitlin Marie Featherstone
Lauren E. Feeley
Lisa M. Fielding
Lucas B. Fritsch
Michael Gacek
Tirso Garcia III
Marilyn P. Gellert
Nicole A. Goerg
Morgan N. Graves
Sylwia M. Greczek*
Richard A. Grenda II
Rachael Marie Gutierrez
Jonathan Hammond
Daniela Hernandez
Jomana Ibrahim 
George Z. Inchavelithara
Tiffany R. Jones
Nur M. Kanaan
Alisha Suzette Kaplan
Jacob A. Kendrick
Nicholas J. Kjellman
Kody Michael Kleinrichert**
Ashley K. Kunzman
Maurice L. Lee
Kate M. Maas

Colleen E. Madden
Lamis F. Madoui
Deanna N. Malley
Kenny Martinez
Jamie L. Marting
Julie M. Mazur
Carlos H. Mediina III
Khalid Morrar
Rana N. Naser*
Angelica M. Nolan
Juan A. Ochoa
Nina C. Ortega
Christine G. Palazzolo
Torin K. Pena
Benjamin Popp
Robert T. Potoczek
Robin A. Prokaski, Jr.
Adriana Ramirez
Cheyenne L. Reavis
Katie M. Reno
Vanessa Robledo
Denisse Serrato-Gasca
Ameria A. Shehadeh
Jennifer M. Siedschlag
Asia I. Spencer
Terrance Spiewak, Jr.
Phillip C. Sternes*
Sherri L. Stoub
Majed H. Sweis
Kamil W. Szczesniak
Kevin E. Taylor
Rachel A. Thomas
Felix J. Torres
Rebecca J. Van Auken
Courtney L. VanDam
Claudia C. Varela
Jadira S. Verduzco
Ngoc T. Vo
Shaelynn Lee Wendt
Adelinne M. Whittenhall
Jamel C. Williams
Allison L. Winkelman
Nicole Zaucha*
Thomas J. Zwarycz

Master of Applied 
Computer Science
Sara Albaqawi
Abrar A. Alhuthali
Nisrin Amer Alsaiari
Rakan Alshemaisi
Jason D. Banahan
Lakeisha L. Jones
Robert Lachowski
John Landis
Dorian P. Lofton
John Raymond Rhode
John R. Sass
Thomas P. Scanlan
Daniel P. Sobieski

Master of Science
Kristina L. Beyer
Erin Maura Boyle
Clare Anna Brusich
Gena Maria Carpentier
Megan P. Davies
Sara Christine De Van
Kaila A. Demas
Lauren Dielman
Erin Ann Ferguson
Sarah Aubin Fitzer
Bridgette Blesius Fox
Victoria Sarah Galarnyk
Shannon Lynn Garvey
Marissa Nora Groom
Sarah E. Grote
Reema Hamadeh
Ashley Christine Harding

Emily Rose Hughes
Izabella Justyna Janczur
Courtney Renee Kansler
Jessika Danielle Karson
Brenna Koerner
Elizabeth M. Phillips
Catalina V. Rubilar Ulloa
Paulina Sanchez-Santillan
Emily Anne Scanlon
Sarah C. Scheer
Emily Anne Sharp
Athena Katherine Stalter
Jennifer Stewart
Suzanne Elise Stinnett
Alexis Wilkins
Kathryn Wolz
Jamie Rae Zimmer
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Bachelor of Science
Camille Yvonne Alfrejd
Emily C. Arenas
Carina Armas
Molly E. Borst
Elizabeth Cabral
Courtney Kathleen Collins
Mary Claire Conway
Marta S. Dobrzynski
June M. Donners
Lauren E. Feeley
Samantha R. Garcia
Hector George
Tera L. Goral
Franchesca M. Graffeo
Giselle Gutierrez
Ebru Hocaoglu
Kevin W. Lee
Alana Christine Lieske
Moises Lopez
Renata J. Mondello
Daniela E. Ortega
Christine M. Pflanz
Lauren M. Provenzano
Lizabeth K. Richardson
Kathy Rodriguez
David Rubio
Jasmin Danielle Sanchez
Jacklyn M. Scarsella
Jordan Nicole Shepherd
Jeanita A. Strahan
Francis S. Sujack
Daria Szarek
Karen M. Tokarczyk
Cinthia Valadez
Dominic J. Villa
Joseph M. Williams
Mayte Zavala

Master of Arts
Sepia Adams
Reiko Akiyoshi
Marisa Albarran
Monerah Ali Almuntasheri

Hana Alqasham
Meead Mohammed Alswied
Michelle Anklam
Ashley E. August
Michael V. Bielecki
Tabitha J. Bloom
Kathleen Fidelis Botica
Eric M. Boyer
Liam E. Briick
Rachel C. Brooks
Taylor Robert Burmeister
Taylor A. Cheatham
Raquel Cortez
Michelle Ann Cox
Katie Michele Cunningham
Ann C. Dachota
Joanna S. Dau
Jaclyn M. Desmond
Ljiljana Djurakov
John B. Donahue
Colin Thomas Doyle
Colleen Anne Dunne
Sydney  L. Fish 
Antonia T. Flynn
Martha Fuentes
Brittany Hope Gadau
Aleta Garrett
Maura E. Gavin
Cara E. Giovanazzi
Lauren G. Gomez
Caitlin S. Grabarek
Brent Hall
Tracy D. Harper
Michael G. Harvey
Meghan K. Hibbs
Kathryn A. Hopkins
Grace Daoud Iskandar
Maurusian M. Ivory
Mindy J. Jackson
Latisha N. Johnson
Jacqueline Marie Kania
Juliane Elise Kenny
Ciara K. Kilpatrick
Jean M. Krippel
Lisa Marie Kwit

Perri R. Lacoste
Jenna Lynn Leser
Jaquet Alexandria Long
Jessica A. Maes
Michelle L. McAleenan
Eleanor V. McCree
Madeline M. McGuire
Colleen McNickle
John R. Meneghini
Cartrina P. Miller
Michael Edward Miroux
Hiea Ahmad Mizyed
Matthew S. Mueller
Amar Muhammad
Nakia J. Norman 
Carlos Nunez
Lynn M.Pawl
Christine P. Piech
Margaret Rees
Tiffany B. Rodriguez
Carlee A. Rohan
Joe Lewis Ruiz
Nicole S. Rutan
Kelly M. Ryan
Sherien S. Said
Michelle L. Sarich
Megan P. Scanlon
Danielle M. Scartozzi
Tricia L. Schaefers
Naheel A. Shehadeh
Cari Ann Smolarczyk
Patricia B. Stoch
Danielle S. Taylor
Lisa M. Tobias
Miguel Torres
Joseph E. Verble
Dana C. Wail
Rebecca Watt
Christopher Richard 
  Wyniawskyj

Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing
Ala Ahmad Abdul Majid
Muayyed Abed
Eman Abutaleb
Oyinade B. Adenekan
Veronica D. Alba
Mohammad M. Alsheikh
Dominique A. Aramburu
Igbinuwen Hastings Asama
Mary Alice Augustinas
Alexander Baldivino, Jr.
Rencie Babasa Baldon
Diana Barajas
Lena Barbor
Eleni N. Bekiaris
Audrey S. Bolek
Jillian T. Bouchard
Christy Marie Bowgren
Margaret E. Brouder
Michael J. Cachey
Crystal G. Carbajal
Marquayle S. Carver
Caitlin Olivia Castellana
Kara Clarkin
Therese L. Cleary
Shannon K. Collins
Brian C. Conrad
Kaela B. Corbin
Juana Covarrubias
Jillian R. Devitt
Josette Dezir
Karina C. Dileonarde
Cara Elizabeth Dixon
Reem Jamil Doleh
Fiona Christine Duggan
Courtney L. Fedor
Katherine N. Flaherty
Roxana Flores Oliva
Gabrielle M. Garrett
David A. Gonzalez Hidalgo
Hanna Grochal
Brittany Nicole Gurtowski
Griselda Guzman
Justin T. Haak

Rachel M. Haaker
Ayat Hasan
Kevin J. Heisterman
Nicole A. Hinchley
Oriana L. Hinds
Mariana I. Hoerr
Heather L. Horn
Anthony Huang
Rosette Hunter
Christina Marie Imer
Kathryn B. Ingersoll
Danielle F. Inzinga
Suzanne M. Isa
Krysten Elizabeth James
Magdalena Jaromin
Melanie A. Johnson
Rebekah M. Johnson
Monika Kaczmarczyk
Samantha Keys
Amber Lynn Kieklak
Rachel Anne Kilcoyne*
Jowita A. Kojda
Eric J. Kowalczyk
Brittany L. Kroening
Jessica M. Kubiniec
Miesha L. Landers
Daniel F. Laverty
Taylor M. LeBlanc
Kristen M. Lesniak
Mikayla M. Leyden
Angela Marie Lingan
Douglas Lyons
Kinga Macura
Alexander George Maglaris
Madeline Marie Maloney
Jennifer Marek
Patricia Martinez
Albey S. Mathew
Amanda Yvette Maynez
Meaghan Elizabeth McMahon
Jaclyn Elizabeth Medel
Maritza Medina
Colleen Michelle Meinke
Michelle M. Melville
Daniela Mendez

Cinthia Miramontes
Monica Munoz
Esther Murillo
Shawn H. Naqvi
Veronica Tobey Nash
Kimberly A. Nisivaco
Kimberly F. Nugarus
Cindy M. Nunag
Casey M. O’Donnell
Erin O’Donnell
Santana Orona
Jasmin J. Pazhampally
Selena Perez
Megan N. Phillips
Kristina B. Platos
Alexander J. Ray
Ryan Dean Richter
Morgan Roche
Karina Rodriguez
Lissette Roman
Kim Marie Ruane
Thomas J. Rynne
Samantha J. Ryskamp
Reyna Salto
Lucy N. Santillan
Stephanie J. Santoyo
Mary E. Schmitt
Brianne E. Seymour
Hiba Shakeel
Miranda A. Shaw
Victoria Jeanne Shlah
Trace Roger Shoup
Catherine E. Sitko
Eric J. Smith
Kimberly M. Smith
Abigail L. Stanula
Patrick J. Stepp
Anna M. Stopka
Brianna Monet Stuckey
Edyta Suchecka
Kaila Kelly Sullivan
Marc A. Tan
Cristine Adele Tancredi
Amanda C. Temple
Harriet V. Tenerelli
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Conference for Mercy Higher Education
The mission of the Conference for Mercy Higher Education is the preservation and development 
of the core Catholic identity and mission of Mercy higher education in accord with the spirit, 
mission and heritage of the Sisters of Mercy. 

Member Institutions
Founded
1846 Saint Xavier University Chicago, Illinois
1853 Mount Aloysius College Cresson, Pennsylvania
1908 Georgian Court University Lakewood, New Jersey
1912 Saint Joseph’s College of Maine Standish, Maine
1923 College of Saint Mary Omaha, Nebraska
1924 Misericordia University Dallas, Pennsylvania
1926 Mercyhurst University Erie, Pennsylvania
1928 Mount Mercy University Cedar Rapids, Iowa
1929 Carlow University Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
1932 University of Saint Joseph, Connecticut West Hartford, Connecticut
1934 Salve Regina University Newport, Rhode Island
1941 University of Detroit Mercy Detroit, Michigan
1948 Gwynedd-Mercy College Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania
1958 Maria College Albany, New York
1958 Trocaire College Buffalo, New York
1995 Mercy College of Health Sciences Des Moines, Iowa

Fatima A. Tomalieh
Jill A. Trumpey
Frank C. Tsai
Kquiana N. Turner
Monica A. Tymick
Mary Kathrine Van Sipma
Danielle N. Vasquez
Yaneli Velazquez
Sarah T. Walker
Margaret E. Walsh
Nicole K. Watkins
Jaclynn L. Weston
Breanna M. Witt
Hannah M. Zablocki
Jenan T. Zegar
Emily A. Zioncheck

Master of Science in 
Nursing
Kristen Marie Aguirre
Gabriela Amaro
Mary Elizabeth Anderson
Rachel Melita Archer
Charity Nichole Ball
Amanda Ballard
Catherine E. Bandelier
Donna Resnik Beers
Shaina Ann Berk
Lauren M. Bertucci
Ashley Cate Blalock
Vanessa K. Brunson
Francesca A. Bryan
Lauren E. Burns
Natani Katherine Butler
Glenda Kay Carius
Jennifer A. Cassady
Marc Romeo Monge Ceres
Mei Na Chan
Tiffany C. Chavez
Franklin Crandall
Julia Green Dahmer
Jennifer DeAngelo 
Kimberly Marie DiClemente
Janet B. Dingsdale
Laura C. Dudinski

Desiree Marie Dular
Darlene Elaine Dunlap
DeAnna Edlin
Morenikeji Francisca Faseemo
Jennifer M. Fischer
Lauren Elizabeth Fishback
Cortney Y. Frosch
Johanna K. Garcia
Amy E. Gillam
Mary Alice Goering
Amber Lyn Grubb
Ashlee N. Hamilton
Stephanie K. Hammer
Jenna Marie Higgins
Terra Doucette Hiller
Emily M. Holderness
Bryan J. Homyak
Jennifer Denise Jackson
Karen M. Jacobs
Kristin L. Jeziorny
Samantha N. Jimenez
Christopher William 
Johanning
Lauren Michelle Kaczmarek
Nancy Karpen 
John Christopher Kelley
Ariana J. Lee
Kylie Lewis
Anna Marie Littig
Loren E. Lortscher
Rita Manigo-Yates
Lauren A. Marion
Mallory A. McCuin
Cara L. McGuire
Heather McIntyre
Heather Lea McKean
Joseph A. Meehan
Dana L. Miller
Jamie L. Miller
Karen M. Miller
Milana Abrina Mora
Norma Musvibe
Bonnie Nye
Ashley Marie Park
Bijal Patel

Nancy R. Pitts
Kristi L. Plummer
Audre T. Pocius
Stacey A. Powell
Charilou N. Presiados
Christine Ann Ramos
Jan Roselyn Sablad
Molly Salvatori
Megan Shettl
LaChante L. Schmitt
Maureen Schwallie
Amy M. Shaheen
Laura B. Sippel
Kara M. Slattery
Susan Ann Spara
Carolina B. Stewart
Jasmine D. Stewart
Antonio J. Tamayo Melgoza
Andrea Marie Tamura
Sumari Thigpen
Ned Alan Thurber
Anne M. Tierney
Kristelle Joyce Toone
Maria Maila Mascarinas 
  Veranga
Candice L. Washington
Lindsay Stoller Werth
Jeanette D. Westendorf
Kimberly Whigham-Barr
Cathy Lynn Wilkes
Christine Wolf
Kristina M. Wright



Presidents of Saint Xavier College/University
1912-1916 Mother M. Xavier Flanagan, RSM †
1916-1919 Mother M. de Sales Ryan, RSM †
1919-1925 Mother M. Sophia Mitchell, RSM, Ph.B. †
1925-1928 Mother M. Cyril McGurn, RSM †
1928-1936 Mother M. Sophia Mitchell, RSM, Ph.B. †
1936-1939 Mother M. Genevieve Crane, RSM, A.B. †
1939-1945 Mother M. Inez Bogan, RSM, Ph.D. †
1945-1960 Mother M. Huberta McCarthy, RSM, M.S. †
1960-1963 Sister M. Josetta Butler, RSM, Ph.D. †
1963-1968 Sister M. Olivia Barrett, RSM, Ph.D. †
1968-1969 Marvin G. Osborn, Jr., M.A., Interim
1969-1972 Harry A. Marmion, Ph.D. †
1972-1982 Sister M. Irenaeus Chekouras, RSM, Ph.D. †
1982-1994 Ronald O. Champagne, Ph.D.
1994  Sister Colette Mahoney, R.S.H.M., Ph.D., Interim 
1994-2003 Richard A. Yanikoski, Ph.D.
2003-2009 Judith A. Dwyer, Ph.D.
2009-2010 Angela Durante, Ph.D., Interim
2010-2016 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
2017-  Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.

† Deceased

Honorary Degree Recipients

1950 Ms. Mary Amberg
1950 Ms. Marie Plamondon  
1952 Ms. Laura B. Corbett
1960 Honorable Richard J. Daley  
1960 Mr. Benjamin F. Lindheimer  
1960 Mr. Charles F. Murphy  
1960  Mr. Morgan Murphy  
1961 Very Reverend John E. Marr, O.P.
1961  Mother M. Huberta McCarthy, R.S.M. 
1961 Mr. Peter M. Shannon  
1961  Mr. Thomas J. Walsh  
1961  Mother M. Regina Cunningham,  

R.S.M.  
1963 Mrs. Eleanor Daley  
1963 Dr. Gertrude Engbring  
1965 Ms. Esther Garrison
1965 Honorable Edith Green
1965 Mr. R. Sargent Shriver  
1971 Mr. Donald O’Toole  
1971 Mr. Marvin G. Osborn Jr.
1978 Mr. Thomas A. Lewis  
1981 Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino
1983 Mr. William B. Graham  
1983 Most Reverend John R. Roach, D.D.  
1983 Dr. Rosemary R. Ruether
1984 Mrs. Gwendolyn Brooks  
1984 Archbishop Dom Helder Camara  
1984 Mr. A. N. Pritzker  
1985 Sister Mary Brian Costello, R.S.M.
1985 Mr. Arthur Rubloff  
1985 Mr. Jonathan E. Schell
1986 Mr. Wallace E. Carroll  
1986 Ms. Ardis Krainik  
1986 Sister Sheila Lyne, R.S.M.
1987 Mrs. Marjorie C. Benton
1987 Mr. Robert W. Galvin

1987 Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan  
1988 Joseph Cardinal Bernardin  
1988 Ms. Margaret Hillis  
1988 Mr. Arturo Velasquez  
1989 Mr. Lester Crown
1989 Mr. Anthony DeSantis  
1989 Monsignor John J. Egan  
1989 Mrs. Maria T. Paschen
1990 Mr. John F. Cuneo Jr.
1990 Dr. Martin E. Marty
1990 Mrs. Jayne C. Thompson
1991 Monsignor Ignatius D. McDermott  
1991 Dr. Donna Shalala
1991 Mr. Jerrold Wexler  
1992 Dr. Leon Lederman
1992 Mr. Andrew J. McKenna
1992 Ms. Kathy Osterman  
1993 Ms. Eppie Lederer  
1993 Mr. Frank W. Luerssen
1993  Dr. Garry Wills
1994 Mr. Frank W. Considine
1994 Ms. Mary Gordon
1994 Mr. William A. McIntosh
1995 Sister Alice Gallin, O.S.U.
1995 Mr. Michael Novak
1995 Mr. Martin Ozinga, Jr.  
1996 Sister Doris Gottemoeller, R.S.M.
1996 Dr. David Tracy
1997 Ms. Tracy Chapman
1997 Dr. Muhammad Yunus
1998 Mr. Robert E. Hord Sr.  
1998 Mr. David S. Logan  
1998 Dr. Elaine M. Schuster
1998 Mr. Christopher Zorich
1999 Mr. Bernard L. Downey
1999 Ms. Mary Houghton



Honorary Degree Recipients
(continued)

1999 Dr. Janet D. Rowley
1999 Mr. Brian O. Shannon  
2000 Mr. Marshall B. Front
2000 Mr. Arthur R. Velasquez
2001 Mr. Ramsey Lewis
2001 Sister Christian Molidor, R.S.M.  
2001 Reverend John J. Wall
2002 Mr. John Callaway  
2002 Mr. Terry G. Hillard
2002 Mr. James T. Joyce
2002 Mr. Jack Simmerling
2003 Mr. Richard E. Terry
2004 Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
2005 Ms. Margaret T.G. Burroughs  
2005 Sister Margaret A. Farley, R.S.M.
2005 Mr. Norman C. Francis
2006 Sister Rosemary Connelly, R.S.M. 
2007 Mr. Warner Saunders
2007 Mr. Norman R. Bobins
2007 General Colin L. Powell (Ret.)
2007 Sister Ana Maria Pineda, R.S.M.
2008 Mr. James J. O’Connor
2008 Mr. James J. McDonough
2008 Mrs. Margaret Corbett Daley  
2008 Mr. Elie Wiesel
2008 Sister Sharon Ann Euart, R.S.M.

2009 Mr. Robert Stump
2009 Mrs. Mary Rita Stump
2009 Mr. Richard H. Driehaus
2009 Sister Mary Aquin O’Neill, R.S.M.
2010 Mr. Larry R. Rogers Sr.
2010 Reverend Michael M. Boland
2010 Dr. Jeanette Rodriguez
2010 Sister Lois Graver, R.S.M.
2010 The Honorable Virginia A. Rugai
2011 Mr. Michael Carroll
2011 Mr. Donald Paul Hahn
2011 Mr. Dominic Belmonte
2011 Most Reverend Moses B. Anderson, S.S.E.  
2011 Mr. Sidney Finkel
2012 Sister Marilyn Lacey, R.S.M.
2012 Dr. Courtney H. Lyder
2012 Dr. Joseph Parisi 
2013 Mr. Edward D. Maloney
2013 Reverend Donald A. Doll, S.J.
2014 Sister Lillian Murphy, R.S.M.
2014 Ms. Barbara Byrd-Bennett
2015 Dr. Jason Canner
2015 Mr. James Reynolds Jr., M.S.F.
2016 Mr. George Wendt
2016 Reverend L. Scott Donahue

The Ceremonial Mace
Saint Xavier University introduced a ceremonial mace to the commencement procession in January 
2004. The mace is an ornamental staff that has historically symbolized academic authority and adds 
to the pageantry of the ceremony. The Saint Xavier University mace consists of a carved walnut staff 
adorned with the Saint Xavier seal, cast in bronze, and is ushered in by an honored faculty member 
serving as the grand marshal of the procession. The mace is displayed in the University’s Robert and 
Mary Rita Murphy Stump Library.

Academic Dress and Procession
“The formal academic regalia being worn today had their origin in the clerical costumes of medieval 
Europe and have evolved into a great variety of patterns and styles. Late in the last century, the 
American colleges and universities agreed to standardize their regalia; however, there is now a movement 
to return to individual designs for each institution.

The gown worn by those holding or receiving the bachelor’s degree is plain black with pointed sleeves. The 
master’s gown was characterized by a unique, long, closed sleeve with a slit at the elbow, through which 
the arm protruded; thus peculiarity is now being replaced by a sleeve more like that of the bachelor’s. The 
doctoral gown has very full bell sleeves and is trimmed with velvet in panels down the front and in strips 
across the sleeves. This trim may be either black or in a color that denotes the particular type of doctorate – 
royal blue for the Ph.D., green for the M.D., and various others.

The familiar mortarboard cap bears only a faint resemblance to its close relative, the clerical biretta. 
Some institutions now specify a soft cap somewhat like a tam o’shanter. The bachelor’s decorate the cap 
with a tassel in black or the color indicative of the degree. Master’s wear black tassels; the doctors wear 
either black or metallic gold.

Most symbolic and informative of the regalia is the hood, which is no longer raised over the head, but 
is hung down the back, just as a cleric wore it when baring the head in church. The bachelor’s hood is 
three feet long, the master’s is three-and-one-half feet, and the doctor’s is four feet long with a rectangular 
panel, which once served as a shoulder cap when the hood was raised. A curious short tail at the peak of 
the hood is all that now remains of a long strip, which was wrapped around the throat as a scarf. All of the 
hoods have a velvet border in the color of the degree according to the same system used for the trim of the 
doctoral gown.

In the Middle Ages, academic hoods were lined with miniver, lamb’s wool, or rabbit fur – a necessity in 
unheated schools and churches. By the 14th century, professors wore silk-lined hoods in summer; satin is 
now used to line the hoods. The colors and patterns of the satin lining of the hood identify the college or 
university conferring the degree.”

Richard C. Pilger, Jr., Marshal Emeritus, Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana.  
Used with permission.



The following is a list of common academic colors:

A Special Request to the Guests of Our Graduates
To assure that today’s ceremony is a joyous occasion for all those present, we respectfully request that 
guests of the graduates remain seated during the ceremony. As names are called, please respect all of the 
graduates by refraining from shouts, whistles or extraneous noise. 

At the end of the ceremony, guests are asked to remain in their seats until the recessional of graduates 
has left the Shannon Center arena.

Graduation Honors
Due to grade reporting and program printing deadlines, graduation honors are not listed in the 
commencement booklet. However, graduation honors are announced with the students’ names as the 
diploma is awarded.

To be eligible for graduation honors, students must have completed at least fifty (50) graded semester 
hours at Saint Xavier University and earned a cumulative grade-point average of:

  3.50 for Cum Laude (with honors, white Honor Cords)

  3.70 for Magna Cum Laude (with high honors, silver Honor Cords)

  3.90 for Summa Cum Laude (with highest honors, gold Honor Cords)

The cumulative GPA is based exclusively on credits earned at Saint Xavier University and is the higher 
of (a) the GPA for all credits earned at Saint Xavier University or (b) the last 50 hours earned prior 
to graduation. If the student reaches and exceeds 50 hours in a term, then all courses earned that term 
are counted in the GPA for the “last 50 hours.” The student is not allowed to pick the courses to equal 
exactly 50 hours. Graduation honors are recognized for undergraduate degrees only. 

Honors announced during the Commencement ceremonies are anticipated honors based upon grades 
posted to the student record, excluding the current active semester. The honors posted on the transcript, 
as part of the student’s official record, are based upon grades earned through the final semester. The 
posted honors may differ from the announced honors.

“Honors Scholar” denotes a student who has completed all requirements of the Saint Xavier University 
Undergraduate Honors Program, including Senior Year Research or Creative Project. “Honors Core” 
students complete 5 of their general education requirements with Honors Program faculty.

Arts, Letters, Humanities White
Business, Accounting Light Brown
Education Light Blue
Fine Arts Brown
Music Pink
Nursing Apricot

Philosophy Dark Blue
Public Health Salmon Pink
Science Golden Yellow
Social Work Citron
Speech Silver Gray
Theology, Religious Studies Scarlet

The Suscipe of Mother Mary Catherine McAuley
(1778-1841)

Founder of the Religious Sisters of Mercy (1831)
Declared Venerable by Pope John Paul II (1990) 

My God, I am thine for all eternity; 

teach me to cast my whole self into the arms of Thy Providence 

with the most lively unlimited confidence 

in Thy compassionate, tender pity. 

“Grant, O most Merciful Redeemer, 

that whatever Thou dost ordain or permit 

may always be acceptable to me; 

take from my heart all painful anxiety, 

suffer nothing to afflict me, but sin; 

nothing to delight me, but the hope of coming 

to the possession of Thee, my God, 

in Thy own everlasting Kingdom. Amen.” 
 

The original wording of “The Suscipe” as found
 in Catherine McAuley and the Tradition of Mercy, by Mary C. Sullivan, R.S.M. 
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A special thanks to all those who helped with planning 2017 Commencement.

ALUMNI

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE SXU CLASS OF 2017!
We applaud your commitment to your course of study. 
Your dedication and resilience have declared you a 
graduate of this great University.

Today is a pivotal moment for you. Today you graduate 
from student to alumna/us of Saint Xavier University, 
and we’d like to welcome you to the SXU National 
Alumni Association! We are a proud association that 
fosters a spirit of loyalty and fellowship among alumni 
at local and national levels.  

We host a myriad of events whether social, cultural, 
religious or service-oriented, which are sure to pique 

getting involved.

Learn more at  www.sxu.edu, keyword: Alumni or email  alumni@sxu.edu.
Saint  Xavier University |  3700 West 103rd Street, Chicago, IL 60655 

“ Sometimes the most  
ordinary things could  
be made extraordinary  
simply by doing them  
with the right people.”  

– Nicholas Sparks, an American novelist, screenwriter and producer

your interests. The first step is staying connected and
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