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The Seal of Saint Xavier University

From its earliest design honoring the Blessed Virgin  

Mary to the Coat of Arms seal of today, the seal  

of Saint Xavier University symbolizes a proud history  

of Catholic education in Chicago.

Designed by art department faculty member  

Sister Mary Solina Hicks, R.S.M., this seal includes a black  

and white checkerboard and diagonal gold bars from  

the family coat of arms of Saint Francis Xavier,  

red and gold bars and a white Jerusalem cross taken from  

the shield of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas,  

an open book to represent education, and the Scripture verse:  

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6)

Saint Xavier University continues to use this seal  

as a symbol of its heritage and mission.



Mission Statement
Saint Xavier University, a Catholic institution inspired by the heritage of the Sisters of Mercy, 
educates men and women to search for truth, to think critically, to communicate effectively, 
and to serve wisely and compassionately in support of human dignity and the common good.

University Vision
Saint Xavier University will be an educational institution that responds to people with 
dignity and promotes thought leadership, giving voice to that effort through the scholarship 
and prominent work of our faculty and staff. We will use that leadership to develop mutually 
beneficial relationships and strategic partnerships with external communities so that we can 
create increased opportunities for a diverse community of ethical, motivated and socially 
engaged learners who are prepared for 21st century careers.

Core Values
The Saint Xavier University community commits itself to practicing eight core values 
as it engages in a search for truth and knowledge, both for personal enhancement and to 
understand and improve our world.

RESPECT	 		
moves us to understand the gifts and 
unique contributions of every person in the 
University community and to value diverse 
perspectives.

EXCELLENCE	 	
commits us to challenge ourselves to utilize 
our God-given gifts: intellectual, social, 
physical, spiritual and ethical.

COMPASSION 		
compels us to stand with and embrace 
others in their suffering that, together, 
we may experience God’s liberating and 
healing presence.

SERVICE 			 
calls us to use our gifts, talents and abilities 
to advance the genuine well-being of our 
community and those we encounter.

HOSPITALITY 		
draws us to do our daily work with a spirit 
of graciousness that welcomes new ideas 
and people of all backgrounds and beliefs.

INTEGRITY 	 	 gives us 
the ability to realize the greater good in our 
actions and programs, and challenges us to 
look at our work and ourselves holistically and 
as one united with others across the globe.

DIVERSITY 	 		
builds a community that fosters a climate 
that is open and welcoming to diverse 
people, ideas and perspectives; that promotes 
a constructive discourse on the nature of 
diversity; and that engages faculty, staff 
and students in activities that promote the 
University’s core values.

LEARNING FOR LIFE	
in the liberal arts tradition, encourages us to 
pursue knowledge and truth throughout our 
lives in ways that improve our communities 
and ourselves and that strengthen our 
understanding of each other.

1 In its governance, Saint Xavier University is a Catholic and Mercy institution because its sponsors, the Sisters of Mercy, hold 	
certain “reserved powers” consonant with their canonical (Church) and civil responsibilities for the University. These “reserved powers” 
are outlined in the University’s articles and bylaws and, with limited exceptions, are exercised on behalf of the Sisters of Mercy by the 
Conference for Mercy Higher Education. It is through this governance relationship with the Sisters of Mercy that Saint Xavier University 
is recognized by the Roman Catholic Church as a Catholic institution and ministry.

A Vision of Our Catholic and Mercy Identity

Saint Xavier University, founded and sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, extends the teaching 
ministry of Jesus Christ to those seeking higher education. As an officially recognized ministry of 
the Catholic Church,1 the University grounds its core activities of teaching, learning, scholarship 
and service in Catholic theological principles that affirm the goodness and value of all creation 
and a view of human persons as created in the image of God and thus free, rational, relational and 
endowed with inherent dignity. 

As a Catholic university, Saint Xavier University challenges all the members of its community to 
search for truth, especially religious truth, and to engage in a dialogue between faith and reason 
that ultimately leads toward the contemplation of God’s creation and social action for the common 
good. This search for truth demands careful observation, critical analysis, vigorous debate, personal 
and communal theological reflection, and ethical and engaged decision-making leading toward a 
life that respects both the inherent dignity of another and the worth of all creation. Setting the 
context for the search for truth, the University encourages its community, especially its students, 
to become familiar with the richness of the Catholic intellectual tradition and the imperatives of 
Catholic social teaching. Respecting academic freedom, the University strives to be a place where 
the vigorous discussion of ideas can occur, especially as they relate to its mission as a Catholic 
university. In the spirit of respectful and critical discourse, the University welcomes the breadth of 
the Catholic tradition as well as the voices of other religious and non-religious communities.

As a Mercy university, Saint Xavier challenges its community members to teach, learn, research 
and act not only for themselves but also for others. Thus, a seminal characteristic of the University 
is its commitment to service. Ideally, such service, whether direct or through the University’s efforts 
to understand and remediate unjust systems, reflects the spirituality of Catherine McAuley, the 
founder of the Sisters of Mercy. This spirituality is grounded in the theology of the Incarnation, 
animated by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and expressed through acts of compassion 
that embody the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. In particular, the University community 
expresses special concern for those who are economically poor, especially women and children. 
In so doing, the University goes beyond simply passive expressions of heartfelt concern, and even 
the willingness to stand with those who suffer. It seeks to right what is wrong and restore what is 
broken, thereby promoting human dignity, justice and the common good.

Saint Xavier University signifies and celebrates its Catholic and Mercy heritage in its symbolic, 
sacramental and liturgical expressions, and in its communal and collegial ethos. The University 
offers many opportunities to reflect, pray, worship and access the sacraments. It symbolizes its 
rich faith tradition through the appropriate placement of religious symbols and artwork. Further, 
it observes liturgical seasons and feasts central to its Catholic and Mercy heritage and provides 
orientation and mentoring programs that educate the community about this identity.



Mercy Heritage
Founder and sponsor of Saint Xavier University, the religious congregation of the Sisters of Mercy 
originated in Dublin, Ireland. Today, the Sisters of Mercy number over 7,200 members and serve in 
over 47 countries on all the continents except Antarctica. The Sisters of Mercy sponsor 16 colleges 
and universities in the United States and serve more than 40,000 students.

A Vision of Our Catholic and Mercy Identity

Recognizing that the search for God and the celebration of God’s presence is ubiquitous, the 
University provides opportunities for those of other faith traditions and those on a personal journey 
of faith to study, to express, to worship, to celebrate and to discuss their religious beliefs in a 
climate that is respectful, hospitable and open to all. 

To summarize, offering the opportunity for higher education within a Catholic and Mercy context, 
Saint Xavier University honors Jesus Christ whom it recognizes as “the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life,” the motto of the University inscribed on its coat of arms.

Approved by the Board of Trustees, May 14, 2008

Graham School of Management
Commencement Speaker

Ms. Dorri McWhorter
Chief Executive Officer  |  YWCA Metropolitan Chicago

Ms. Dorri McWhorter has served as CEO of the YWCA Metropolitan 
Chicago since March 2013, where she has led the charge of the 
organization’s mission and vision of “eliminating racism, empowering 
women and promoting peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all.” Prior 
to joining the YWCA, Ms. McWhorter worked for 20 years in the 
accounting industry, with her most recent position at Crowe Horwath 
LLP, one of the largest accounting firms in the U.S., where she was a 
partner for nine years. Ms. McWhorter has also held senior positions 
with Snap-on Inc. and Booz Allen Hamilton. 

Ms. McWhorter is an active member of community, business and 
philanthropic communities. She’s served on the board of directors for the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), Chicago Finance Exchange, Chicago Child Care 
Society and Search Inc.; in addition to serving on the YWCA’s Board of Directors in various 
capacities prior to her current position. She’s also a member of the Economic Club of Chicago, the 
Executive’s Club of Chicago, National Association of Black Accountants, Chicago Architecture 
Foundation and the Conscious Business Network.

Her work has led to numerous achievements, including being awarded the Athena International 
Young Leadership Award and the Illinois CPA Society’s Outstanding Leadership in Advancing 
Diversity Award, both in 2010, was an honoree of the Chicago Business Leader of Color, and was 
named the Top 100 under 50 Executive Leaders by “Diversity MBA Magazine” in 2009.

Celebrating their 140th year in service, the YWCA Metropolitan Chicago is the oldest social 
service organization serving the needs of young and adult women. Upon becoming CEO, Ms. 
McWhorter announced plans to revamp multiple projects at the YWCA, including re-launching 
the TechGYRLS program, which focuses on developing STEM awareness for girls ages 9 through 
14, and introducing Creating IL Talent, which provides web and mobile application development 
training to adult women. In spring of 2015, the YWCA launched its own e-commerce site, called 
the YShop, which provides carefully curated goods and services from businesses that support the 
mission of the YWCA.

Born in the Englewood Community and raised in Racine, Wisconsin, Ms. McWhorter was 
appointed as a member of the Mayor’s Commission on a Safer Chicago. She received her B.A. 
in business administration from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and her MBA from 
Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management.



College of Arts and Sciences
Honorary Degree Recipient

Citation honoring Mr. George Wendt
Actor 

Upon the conferral by Saint Xavier University 
of the degree Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa

George Wendt is an actor who was born in Chicago’s Beverly 
neighborhood in 1948. Mr. Wendt attended Campion Jesuit High School 
in Wisconsin, prior to attending the University of Notre Dame. In his 
junior year, Mr. Wendt transferred to the Jesuit-run Rockhurst College 
(now known as Rockhurst University) in Kansas City, where he graduated 
with a B.A. in economics.

Following college, Mr. Wendt went on to work for Chicago’s Second 
City from 1974-1980, where he met his wife and fellow actor, Bernadette 
Birkett. In 1980, he began his film and television career performing in “My 

Bodyguard” and “Somewhere in Time,” before landing the role of Norm Peterson on the long-running 
hit television series “Cheers,” where he appeared in all 275 episodes.  

Mr. Wendt’s body of work also includes the movies “Gung Ho,” “No Small Affair” and “Forever 
Young,” as well as many guest starring roles on television shows, such as “M*A*S*H,” “The 
Simpsons,” “Taxi,” “Family Guy,” and several “Saturday Night Live” appearances. He has also 
appeared on Broadway, playing Edna Turnblad in the production of “Hairspray.” Other Broadway 
credits include, “Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” “Art” and “Elf.” He also recently wrote a book, “Drinking with 
George: A Barstool Professional’s Guide to Beer.”  

Mr. Wendt currently performs in theater, film and television, and has continued strong ties to the 
Chicagoland area. 

For this and other pertinent reasons, we are most pleased to confer on Mr. George Robert Wendt III, 
the degree Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, with all the rights and privileges thereof. Done at 
Chicago, Illinois, this seventh day of May, 2016.

School of Education & School of Nursing  
Honorary Degree Recipient 

Citation honoring Rev. L. Scott Donahue
President and Chief Executive Officer

Mercy Home For Boys & Girls
Upon the conferral by Saint Xavier University 

of the degree Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa

Rev. L. Scott Donahue is the President and CEO of Mercy Home for 
Boys & Girls in Chicago, a therapeutic home for children who have 
experienced abuse, neglect, abandonment and emotional trauma. He 
has been caring for the children at Mercy Home since joining its Board 
of Regents in 1990. In 2006, after 10 years of service as Mercy Home’s 
associate president, Fr. Donahue was appointed the organization’s eighth 
president since it opened its doors in 1887.
 
Today, Fr. Donahue leads Mercy Home’s strategic vision to expand and 
enhance the life-changing services it provides to children and to advance 

insights into the care of troubled and disadvantaged youth throughout the country. He extended the 
home’s services to more young people by helping to raise $10 million for a major capital expansion. 
In August 2003, Mercy Home opened a residence on its Hay Boys Campus in Chicago’s Near West 
Side neighborhood, enabling the agency to increase the number of youth in its care by 40 percent.

A lifelong advocate for education, Fr. Donahue instituted The Academy, Mercy Home’s in-house 
educational support program, and re-structured Mercy Home’s services to help its young people 
achieve academically and vocationally. More recently, he undertook Mercy Home’s $20 million 
Legacy of Learning campaign to ensure that every young person who comes to Mercy Home has 
access to a quality education.

Fr. Donahue’s own educational achievements include bachelor’s degrees in political science and 
accounting from Loyola University of Chicago and master’s degrees in social work from Loyola, 
theology from St. Mary of the Lake Seminary and applied spirituality from the University of  
San Francisco.

Fr. Donahue’s advocacy on behalf of disadvantaged youth is rooted in his ministry as a Catholic 
priest, which spans over three decades. After becoming a deacon in 1981, he was assigned to  
St. Juliana’s Parish on Chicago’s Northwest Side. Following his ordination in 1982, Fr. Donahue  
was assigned to St. Barnabas Parish on Chicago’s Southwest Side where he served as an associate 
pastor. In 1984, Fr. Donahue was elected to a two-year term as vice chairman of the Association 
of Chicago Priests. Joseph Cardinal Bernardin appointed Fr. Donahue vocations director for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago in 1985, a position he served for 10 years. He returned to St. Juliana’s as  
a resident priest in 1987.

Today, in addition to his leadership of Mercy Home for Boys & Girls, Fr. Donahue ministers as a 
resident priest at St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Parish on Chicago’s Northwest side and serves  
as the principal celebrant of the televised “Sunday Mass at Mercy Home” program on WGN-TV 
Ch. 9.

For this and other pertinent reasons, we are most pleased to confer on Rev. L. Scott Donahue, the 
degree Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, with all the rights and privileges thereof. Done at 
Chicago, Illinois, this seventh day of May, 2016.



Board of Trustees
John T. Costello, M.B.A., Chair 

Roger O. Crockett, M.S., Vice Chair 
Christine M. Wiseman, J.D., President

Sister Mary Ann Bergfeld, R.S.M., M.F.A. ’58, ’66
Rev. Msgr. John F. Canary, S.T.L.

Vernon O. Crawley, D.Ed.
John R. DeLeonardis, M.B.A. ’89

Thomas P. Foley, J.D.
Tasha Henderson, C.P.A.

Debra A. Hendrickson, M.B.A.
Carol A. Keene, Ph.D. ’61

Sister Margaret Mary Knittel, R.S.M., D.Min. ’68
Raymond L. Kratzer, B.A.

Mary Clare Loftus, B.S.N., M.Ed. ’65
Sister Sheila E. Megley, R.S.M., Ph.D. ’68

Patricia A. Morris, Ph.D. ’83
Luis Nunez, Ph.D.

Sister Maureen A. Scott, R.S.M., Ph.D. ’65
John C. Simmons, M.B.A., CFA ’92, ’98

Timothy G. Trahey ’82, M.B.A. 

Life Trustees
Sister Lois M. Graver, R.S.M., ’57, M.S. (2007)

John C. McCarthy, M.B.A. (2012)
James J. McDonough (1998)
James J. O’Connor (2005)
John P. Sweeney (2012) †

† Deceased

Officers of the University Corporation
Christine M. Wiseman, J.D., President
 Kathleen A. Rinehart, J.D., Secretary
Robert H. Fisher, M.B.A., Treasurer

President’s Cabinet
Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.

President

Kathleen Alaimo, Ph.D.
Interim Provost

Robert H. Fisher, M.B.A.
Executive Vice President for Business and Finance

Joan Knox, B.A. ’05
Associate Vice President of University and Community Relations

Graziano Marcheschi, D.Min.
Vice President for University Mission and Ministry

John P. Pelrine Jr., M.P.S.
Vice President for Student Affairs

Deborah Rapacz, M.S.
Associate Vice President for Strategic Marketing and Communications 

Kathleen A. Rinehart, J.D.
General Counsel

Shereitte C. Stokes III, ACFRE
Vice President for University Advancement



Commencement Procession Leaders
Marshal and Master of Ceremonies

Peter Hilton, Ph.D.
President, Faculty Senate

Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
Vice President, Faculty Senate

Staff Leadership
Brian Mueller, M.A. ’14
President, Staff Council

Elizabeth DeCarlo
Vice President, Staff Council

Deans Council
Kathleen Alaimo, Ph.D.

Interim Provost

Greg A. Coutts, Ph.D.
Acting Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Becky Copper-Glenz, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for Graduate and Continuing 
Studies, Educational Partnership and Extended 

Campus Programs

Michael Hardy, Ph.D.
Assistant Provost

Gloria Jacobson, R.N., Ph.D.
Dean, School of Nursing

E. Suzanne Lee, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Education

Asghar Sabbaghi, Ph.D.
Dean, Graham School of Management

David Stern, M.A., M.L.S.
Director of the University Library

Richard Venneri, Ph.D.
Associate Provost

Maureen Wogan, M.A.
Associate Provost for 

Retention, Records and Advising

Chris Zakrzewski, Ed.D.
Assistant Provost for 

Technology and Instructional Innovation

Graham School of Management Program

Musical Prelude 	  The Brass Quintet

Announcements	 Gail Young, B.A.
	 Executive Assistant to the President

Processional	 The Brass Quintet
Fanfare and Processional “Pomp and Circumstance”
by Sir Edward Elgar

Order of Procession	
Marshal	 Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
	 Vice President, Faculty Senate
	 Associate Professor, Language and Literature
Master of Ceremonies
Graduates
Staff
Faculty
President’s Cabinet
Members of the Board of Trustees
Deans’ Council
Commencement Speaker
President of the University

Welcome 	  Peter Hilton, Ph.D.
	 Master of Ceremonies
	 President, Faculty Senate
	 Associate Professor, School of Education

	

Invocation	 Graziano Marcheschi, D.Min. 
	 Vice President for University Mission and Ministry

The National Anthem	 The Brass Quintet
The Star-Spangled Banner by John Stafford Smith
Words by Francis Scott Key

President’s Remarks	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	
Student Speaker	 Peter London 
	 BBA/Accounting

Please silence all cellphones during the commencement ceremony. Thank you.



May 6, 2016

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 Kathleen Alaimo, Ph.D. 
	 Interim Provost 

Commencement Address	 Dorri McWhorter

Presentation of Candidates

Graham School of Management	 Asghar Sabbaghi, Ph.D.
	 Dean, Graham School of Management

Conferral of Degrees	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	 President 

Announcement of Recipients	 Victoria Lowczyk, B.M. ’97 M.M.

Alumni Association Welcome	 Trent Douglas B.A. ’02 , M.A. ’04
	 President, National Alumni Board of Directors

Closing Remarks	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	 President

Benediction	 Paul Stage, M.T.S.	
	 Director, Campus Ministry

Recessional	 The Brass Quintet
Allegro Maestoso “Horn Pipe” from Water Music	
by George Frideric Handel

Reception	 All participants and guests are cordially invited  
	 to the reception immediately following this ceremony.

College of Arts and Sciences Program

Musical Prelude 	  The University Wind Ensemble
	 Joshua Thompson, D.M.A., Conductor
	 Director of Instrumental Activities
	 Assistant Professorial Lecturer, Department of Music

Announcements 	  Gail Young, B.A.
	 Executive Assistant to the President

		
Processional	 The University Wind Ensemble
Fanfare and Processional Pomp and Circumstance 
by Sir Edward Elgar

Order of Procession 
Marshal	 Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
	 Vice President, Faculty Senate
	 Associate Professor, Language and Literature 

Master of Ceremonies 
Graduates
Staff
Faculty 
President’s Cabinet 
Members of the Board of Trustees 
Deans’ Council 
Honorary Degree Recipient 
President of the University

Welcome 	  Peter Hilton, Ph.D.
	 Master of Ceremonies
	 President, Faculty Senate
	 Associate Professor, School of Education

Invocation	 Graziano Marcheschi, D.Min.
	 Vice President for University Mission and Ministry

The National Anthem	 The Chamber Singers
The Star-Spangled Banner	 Laura Kempa Bogan, M.M., Conductor
by John Stafford Smith	 Director of Choral Activities
Words by Francis Scott Key 	 Lecturer, Department of Music

President’s Remarks	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.

Please silence all cellphones during the commencement ceremony. Thank you.



May 7, 2016

Student Speaker	 Chance’s D. Walker 
	 BA/English, Minor Psychology

Conferral of Honorary Degree	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	 President

Commencement Address	 George Robert Wendt, III

Presentation of Candidates

College of Arts and Sciences	 Greg A. Coutts, Ph.D. 
	 Acting Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Conferral of Degrees	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	 President 

Announcement of Recipients	 Victoria Lowczyk, B.M., ’97, M.M. 

Alumni Association Welcome	 Trent Douglas, B.A. ’02, M.A. ’04
	 President for National Alumni Board of Directors

Closing Remarks	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	 President

Benediction	 Paul Stage, M.T.S.
	 Director, Campus Ministry

Recessional	 The University Wind Ensemble
Triumphal March	
by Edvard Grieg

Reception	 All participants and guests are cordially invited  
	 to the reception immediately following this ceremony.

Teaching Excellence Award for 2015-16
Charlene Bermele ’05, RN, MSN

The Teaching Excellence Award is sponsored by the Saint Xavier Council in conjunction with  
Saint Xavier’s Chapter of the American Association of University Professors, to a faculty member who 
has shown exemplary qualities in his or her interaction with students in, and outside of, the classroom. 
This award is based on student nominations. 

Professor Charlene Bermele challenges her students to reach their full potential in the classroom. She 
also embraces her role as a mentor.  Ultimately, her goal is to provide and prepare her students with 
a strong foundation as they enter the profession of nursing.  As one of Professor Bermele’s student 
nominators expressed, “Professor Bermele has been a role model and inspirational educator to me since I met 
her. She worries not only about the academic aspect of her students’ lives, but she sees each of us holistically, 
and wants to make sure each student she meets is positively impacted by her in some way. She gets to know each 
student who comes to her, and SXU’s School of Nursing is absolutely blessed to have such an excellent instructor 
preparing its student nurses for every aspect of life.”

Professor Bermele holds a MS in Leadership and Community Health from Saint Xavier University and a 
BS in Nursing from Lewis University.  In 2016 she will complete her Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) 
from Loyola University.  

Professor Bermele has served as Director of the Nursing Resource Center at Saint Xavier University, a 
s well as Hospital Manager/Nurse Educator at Mercy Hospital & Medical Center Chicago. Professor 
Bermele has engaged in successful grant-writing activities, and has been fortunate to receive funding 
from the Department of Health and Human Services. She has served on numerous University 
committees including the Election Committee, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee,  
Undergraduate Academic Retention and Progression Committee and Center for International  
Education Advisory Board. 	

As a Mercy Associate, Professor Bermele wants to further the mission of Catherine McAuley and the 
Sisters of Mercy through her own actions and she feels very privileged to be able to play a role in
shaping the next generation of nurses and educated members of society.



School of Education and School of Nursing Program

Musical Prelude 	  The University Wind Ensemble
	 Joshua Thompson, D.M.A., Conductor
	 Director of Instrumental Activities
	 Assistant Professorial Lecturer, Department of Music

Announcements 	  Gail Young, B.A.
	 Executive Assistant to the President

Processional	 The University Wind Ensemble
Fanfare and Processional Pomp and Circumstance 
by Sir Edward Elgar

Order of Procession 
Marshal	 Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
	 Vice President, Faculty Senate
	 Associate Professor, Language and Literature
Master of Ceremonies 
Graduates
Staff
Faculty 
President’s Cabinet 
Members of the Board of Trustees 
Deans’ Council 
Honorary Degree Recipient 
President of the University 

Welcome 	  Peter Hilton, Ph.D.
	 Master of Ceremonies
	 President, Faculty Senate
	 Associate Professor, School of Education

Invocation	 Graziano Marcheschi, D.Min.
	 Vice President for University Mission and Ministry

The National Anthem	 The University Wind Ensemble
The Star-Spangled Banner by John Stafford Smith
Words by Francis Scott Key

President’s Remarks	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	
Student Speaker	 Alexa Nakutis 
	 BSN/Nursing

Please silence all cellphones during the commencement ceremony. Thank you.

May 7, 2016

Conferral of Honorary Degree	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D. 
	 President 

Commencement Address	 Rev. L. Scott Donahue

Presentation of Candidates

School of Education	 E. Suzanne Lee, Ph.D.
	 Dean, School of Education

School of Nursing	 Gloria Jacobson, R.N., Ph.D.
	 Dean, School of Nursing

Conferral of Degrees	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	 President 

Announcement of Recipients	 Victoria Lowczyk, B.M. ’97, M.M.

Alumni Association Welcome	 Trent Douglas, B.A. ’02, M.A. ’04
	 President for National Alumni Board of Directors

Closing Remarks	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
	 President

Benediction	 Paul Stage, M.T.S.
	 Director, Campus Ministry

Recessional	 The University Wind Ensemble
Triumphal March	
by Edvard Grieg

Reception	 All participants and guests are cordially invited  
	 to the reception immediately following this ceremony.



The Chamber Singers
Laura Kempa Bogan, M.M., * Conductor

Monica Kropidlowski, M.M.,* Accompanist
Aubrey Malito, Assistant to the Conductor 

Soprano
Guillan Algenio

Valerie Demma **
Kayla Hughes
Asya Taylor

Alto
Liana Arredondo
Katherine Heffron

Meghan Hill
Aubrey Malito

Tenor
Eric Rose

Terrence Stewart

Bass
Jonathan Anderson **
Nathaniel Christakis

Sean Rhead

*Saint Xavier University Faculty

**Saint Xavier University Alumni

Joshua Thompson, D.M.A.,* Trumpet

Peter Gillette, M.M., Trumpet

Paulette Velazquez, M.M., * Horn

Danny Tanner, Trombone

Mario Torres, Tuba

The Brass Quintet The University Wind Ensemble
Joshua Thompson, D.M.A., Assistant Professorial Lecturer

Conductor

Flute and Piccolo
Monica Bova

Flute
Sergio Flores

Krystal Nelson

Oboe
Guadalupe Moreno

Bassoon
Nathaly Gal

Clarinet
Kayla Hughes
Adam Smith

Joseph Wilkinson

Bass Clarinet
Tim He

Alto Saxophone
Morgan Kupec

Monet Licea Pearson
Kristopher Sanchez

Tenor Saxophone
Matthew Jimenez

Baritone Saxophone
Joshua Flores

Horn
Julliana Castaneda

Melina Castillo
Mary Ford

Trumpet
Barbara Koszarek
Jadira Verduzco

Hannah Zablocki

Trombone
Julie Gardner

Adrian Leversen
Danny Tan

Euphonium
Hector George

Tuba
Eduardo Perez
Mario Torres

Percussion
Eduardo Chavez

Nicholas Gallinaro
Luis Martinez

Timoth Morrison
Stephen Szajek



Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Alissa Danielle Alexander
Ibrahim A. AlHudaithi
Adrian Arteaga
Catherine M. Ball
Eunice Clarice I. Bonoan
Kevin D. Bradley
Maria L. Briseno
Melton Brown, III 
Sabina M. Byrdak
Patrick S. Carey
Paul M. Carey
Steven A. Carrabotta
Ryan T. Carroll
Nicholas Cemeno
Gabriele Ceprackaite
Liang Chen
Dana M. Chianelli
Dan S. Chionis, Jr.
Jaepil Choi
Kyle C. Coltri
Tony C. Core, Jr.
Ryan Costello
Colin Coutts
Joanna L. Curtis
Joshua J. Davin
Suzette M. Dawson
Amy L. Dennis
Emily P. Dillman
Sashi E. S. Doll
Aziel Esparza
Carina Espinosa
Juvenal Estrada
Austin J. Feeney
Emily Fierke
Jenna L. Fletcher
Jacqueline Flores
Rochelle Foster
Damian Gaj
Anthony Gal
Robert Gawron
Edmund R. Grant
Shaneetra S. Gross
Mehmet Gulisik

Daryl O. Gutierrez
Marco Antonio Gutierrez
Justyna M. Guziak
Ramze R. Haleem*
Alexander Hamilton
Lori A. Hardman
Michelle L. Haynes
William Hernandez
Brendan C. Hickey
Ericca D. Humdy
Kayla N. Jacob
Ashley Artice James
Jared M. Janicki
Melissa M. Janicki
Eva Jarasunaite
Helal Jwayyed
Thomas M. Keller
Flynn Patrick Kelly
Mark O. Kelly
John P. Kennedy
Shannen M. Kennelly
Bianca Kristine Koss
Kimberly A. Kozak
Max W. Kukla
Daniel G. Kunst
Ryan M. Leonard
Eddie L. Lewis
Peter Raymond London
John P. Marbach
Marissa A. Mathis
Emily E. McCormick
Daphne McMillian
Jorge A. Medina
Ryan P. Menke
Carla Amaranta Meraz
Michael P. Mettille
Michael C. Middleton
Angelica Munoz-Valenzuela
Gilbert C. Murphy, III
Joanna A. Niemiec
Brendan O’Connor
Michael Panek
Jennifer Lian Parker
Janis Pastars
Joshua M. Pelissier

Alyssa D. Platipodis
Michael R. Potrawski
Kevin R. Powers
Sidney A. Prasse
Michael A. Rabadi
Leart Ramadani
Norberto J. Ramos*
Gregory C. Raney
Justin A. Ratajczak
Isabel Resendiz
Megan L. Richards
Deborah Rivera
Xavier Robles
Douglas James Ruggles
Lindsay Rusch
MacKenzie L. Rutz
Perla K. Sahagun
Ayme Salgado
Araceli Sanchez
Pedro Santos-Gonzalez
John T. Sasala
Kaitlyn M. Shannon
Michael D. Sheehy
Jose Silva
Lauren E. Sipple
Bartlomiej M. Siuta
Adam Q. Smith
Michael Edward Spingola
Dominika Stefanczuk
Richard Lawrence Strache
Jack C. Surane
Christina Giovanna Szocka
Sara E. Szulczewski
Damian M. Taraszka
Benjamin J. Tracy
Mitchell David Uratchko
Jorge J. Vega
Jackelyn Villa
Dillon G. Walsh
Zachary Ward
Denzel A. Watts
Nicole R. Werner
Ashley S. Willis
Melissa A. Wrobel

Graham School of Management
Asghar Sabbaghi, Ph.D., Dean

*Honors Core

Graham School of Management
(continued)

*Honors Scholar

Master of Business 
Administration
Amjad Abualia
Iyas Abuhasna
Adam M. Alfraihat
Michael A. Anastasia, Jr.
Jasmine M. Anderson
Roy Ariza
Manuel A. Ayala
Ronald W. Banas
Sean D. Bea
Andrea Bibbs
Brian T. Borowski
Lolita M. Bowman
Keith E. Brown
Idessa Deola Butler
Luke Joseph Caccavale
Thomas Carey
Elizabeth Carroll
Michael J. Casey
Renee KaEnna Childs
Laveta Renee Wilson Cochran
Kevin P. Connolly
Naomi Couch
Sarah L. Crosley
Laura J. Daly
Lakeisha T. Davis
Francine Dillard
Justin J. Dunn
Joey J. Eisenzimmer
Melissa Y. Eisenzimmer
Katherine Ewing
Jeannie G. Ford-Williamson
Erika S. Foster
Taylor Fox
Husam H. Freihat, III
John Fudala
Lawrence R. Gade, Jr.
Tiffany G. Gore
Michael David Graham
Andrew L. Hall
Gerardo E. Hernandez
Sherita Melissa Hill
Janel M. Horn
Tyrece D. Hunter
Saad Y. Jasim

Bradley James Johnson
Brittany A. Johnson
Michael Jolliff-Blake
Donald A. Jones
Pamela Y. Jones
Phyllis R. Jones
John Joseph Jurek
Bradley D. Karp
Bridget A. Kelley
Husam Khalaf
Antrole M. King
Daniel B. Kosiek
Matthew F. Koszulinski
James Kramer
Christopher Larson
Deborah A. Lee
Roy Lloyd
Amy L. Long
Sean R. Lusk
Dominique D. Mahone
Vincent I. Maida
Carlos M. Mayas
Thomas J. McAleenan
James A. McAndrew
Jessica A. McCarihan
Nancy Claire McMorran
Kevin J. Meskill
Dusten J. Miller
Andre R. Moore
Michael P. Murphy
Adam D. Natali
Enyinnaya O. Nwagwu, Sr.
Nomathemba R. Nyovane
Assata Olugbala
Sr. Caroline Chiemeka 
Onuoha
Jordan A. Overton
Darrell M. Parks
Hemal Patel
Priank D. Patel
Christopher M. Payne
Jeramie J. Perez
Joshua G. Perkins
LeBree L. Perry
Beth Ann Prendergast
Ashley M. Prentice

Robert M. Przybylowski
Samantha L. Pulido
Kristin Rawl
Ronald P. Rewers
Michael D. Rice
Ashley M. Robinson
Aurelia Marie Robinson
Jerrone M. Rogers, Sr.
Timothy M. Rogers
Eileen Marie Rohan
Andrea K. Rowton
Eraclio Ruiz
Paul J. Rutherford
Monica F. Scales
John T. Scanlon, II
Sarah L. Schmitt
Katie B. Sears
James R. Shackleton
Yasser J. Shaker
Donte L. Shelton
Joy L. Shields
Joel A. Simone
Jamella M. Sims
Philip J. Sloan
Anesha J. Smith
McHale M. Smith
Michelle M. Sokolowski
Denae D. Spearman
Ryan A Spence
Roberta D. Steele
Aleisha J. Stingley
Jacob K. Suhail
Timothy V. Tantillo
Margaret L. Taylor
Karra D. Thompson
Stephany L. Tilton
Catrice Aria Townsend
Melissa A. Vasquez
Magdalena M. Vincent
John D. Weimar
Susan T. Weyforth
Patrick Willard
Marjorie R. Williams
Ryan C. Williams
James H. Woodson, Jr.



Bachelor of Arts
Rimah A. Abdallah
Yasmeen M. Abdellatif**
Fatima A. Abuzerr
Erica Aceves
Adewumi J. Adegoke
Roy R. Aguilar
Nour A. Ahmad
Samantha R. Alencastro
Antonio W Allen
Yuritza Arroyo-Sanchez
Sarah K. Avant
Guadalupe Avila
Laura Avitia
Jawona F. Barkdsdale-Stron
Ashley M. Bartosz
Meghan J. Bednarz
Byron D. Bell
Ashley M. Blitek
Gina Marie Bollito
Jennifer L. Bonbrake
Sean K. Borisy
Linda L. Boulton**
Maximiliano Boyso
Teresa N. Bria
Jazmin Brito
Kimberly A. Bromberek
Briana N. Brown
David L. Brown
Anna Bukowska
Jennifer Ann Buksa
Jordan L. Butkus
Nicholas B. Buttliere
Javier Calderon
Janie Carrillo
Bre’Ann E. Carroll
Alyssa V. Casanova
Katie L. Cascone
Natalia Castro
Monica C. Chavolla
Chanel A. Clemons
Brittany Coleman
Carlos R. Correa, Jr.

Kyle J. Counter
Elizabeth Crisostomo
Nia N. Crawford
Cara Crowley
Megan Elizabeth Cullen
Christopher T. Cupp
Daniel M. Czaja
Courtney A. Czerwinski
Samuel J. Davis
Nick G. DeBenedetti
Montserrat Delgadillo
Karl G. Dillman
Beverly R. Dorsey
Sarah Downar
Margo E. Draper*
Brie Ann R. Drozd
Claire A. Duggan
Matthew R Dumais
Lauren C. Dwyer
Kerry Dybas
Megan P. Dyer
Ivie Jessica Ehigie**
Fernando Elizalde
Maria G. Espinoza
Maggie Elizabeth Fahey
Steven J. Fako
Haley L. Feeny
Rebeka Ferguson
Bianca Maria Ferreri
Michelle T. Fields
Kayla Fitzsimons
Brittney Marie Flatley
Jasmine C. Flores
Jessica Michelle Flores
Jennifer L. Fulsang
Allison Gaides
Alfonso Galan
Jesus Garcia
Laura Garcia
Martin H. Garcia
Matthew T. Gilbert
Bridget K. Goedke**
Victoria Golz
Gricelda Gonzalez

Janet Gonzalez
Paloma Y. Gonzalez-Coleman
Paul Thomas Granholm, Jr.
Chantel M. Gray
Kendra M. Gray
Breonna A. Green
Latecia M. Green
Heidi R. Gregerson
Michael J. Groark
Paris L. Grooms
Asia N. Grove
Tania Gutierrez
Ferda Guvenc
Morgan K. Haas
Elizabeth Hack
Aiya Hamdan
Carmen M. Hamilton
Crystal Ta’cora Cameal Harris
Sherrie Teracita Hayes
Emma N. Healy
Caitlin E. Hecker
Hadeel S. Hejja
Evan C. Held**
Amelia Ines Hernandez
Brenda Hernandez
Gladys Lizbeth Hernandez
Jose P. Hernandez
Karina A. Hernandez
Nalleli Herrera
Jameicia S. Herring
David G. Hickey
Angelique M. Hill
Tiffini Holmes
Erin M. Houlihan
Agnieszka J. Hreska
Jeremy Patrick Hunding**
Joshua Hunter
Elisa Jara
Brooke Ashley John
Dominique Joly
Jessica A. Jose
Walldkiria Kaminski
Megan L. Kirkpatrick
Jonathan M. Kitching

College of Arts and Sciences
Greg A. Coutts, Ph.D., Acting Dean

*Honors Core   ** Honors Scholar *Honors Core   **Honors Scholar

Molly M. Knapper**
Sarah A. Kolasa
Larissa M. Koperdak-Waring
Eva Kowalczyk
Brittany N. Kozanecki
Kelly M. Kramer
Krystyna Jozefa Kropidlowski
Michael J. Kurtovich
Daniel R. Landuyt
Samantha Larry
Brian T. Laughran**
Sara E. Levan*
Erica L. Lieschke
Kevin M. Lindemann
Christine L. Lindsey
Laurie A. Linke
Elizabeth M. Loffredo
Marcus M. Maas
Kinga Macura
Brittany A. Madsen
Jeremy L.T.  Madsen
Maura F. Manahan
Rosie L. Marshall
Danisa A. Martin
Janelle Martinez
John K. Martinez
Jasmine R. Mayberry
N’Yasha F. McAfee
Amy M. McBennett
Chantel V. McCaskill
Nicole R. McGinnis
Robert M. McGreal
Amanda L. McMahon
Angela Marie Mech
Amber M. Meeks
Christopher Mendoza
James Patrick Meneghini
Eleanore A. Menke
Lidia I. Merino
Agnieszka A. Mikrut
Shannon H. Miller
James A. Mills
Michal S. Misiaszek
Connor J. Mohrenweiser

Jaclyn C. Moore
Stanley R. Moore
Joseph P. Moran
Daisy Moreno
Mayra Moreno
Tarish L. Morris
Timothy John Morrison
Daniel J. Mulica
Marissa N. Muscolino
Stephanie N. Naegele
Nicholas G. Nastasowski
Michael Joseph Nelson
Andrea Nunez
Debra T. Nutley
Nastassja K. Nykaza
Eileen M. O’Donnell
Amelia H. Olsen
Benjamin M. Ortiz
Taylor M. Palmer
Stephanie Paloumpis
Michael D. Pannaralla
Isabel A. Perez
Zaira D. Perez
Jessica A. Peterson
Xenia C. Pittos
Amanda K. Podkulski
Mia J. Preston
Colleen M. Price
Hannah L. Prucak
Angela L. Pusateri
Alejandra Quezada
Emily Marie Quinn
Trey C. Rachal
Karina Ramirez
Erich Rashan
Jessica Rawicki
Rena N. Razick
Margaret Remiasz
Jessica Reyes
Lizbeth Rico
Danielle Ristau
Kaysha T. Roberts
Khalfanee K. Robinson
Xavier Robles

Gloria V. Rodriguez
Raquel Lena Rodriguez
Marissa L. Rohan
Christina V. Roman
John Romando
Melissa Kristen Ryan
Shafiq K. Said
Marlene Sandoval
Adriana Santillanes
Jennifer Marie Santor
Sarah E. Saunders
Tomas Savelskas
Lorenzo Savino
Marco D. Scalzetti
Amabelle D. Schneider 
Thomas J. Schultz
Rebecca J. Shalack
Stephanie L. Sharpe
Jason R. Shell
Erica M. Sims
Roslyn Antionette Sipp
Melanie A. Skach
Jennifer L. Smith
Steven P. Smith
Maria I. Sotelo
Gerardo Sotelo, Jr.
Kortni P. Springer*
Matthew Scott Stark
Katerra A. Statler**
LeAnn R. Steffan
Terrence A. Stewart
Arielle A. Story
Sabreen Suliman
Lindsey Nicole Surin
Quinlyn A. Sweet
Deanna Haitham Sweis
Henna N. Tabally
Brittnea Tait
Juvenal Tapia
Christine Taylor
Giselle Taylor-Jordan
Janet L. Tencza
Julie A. Tinley
Kalie A. Tokarczyk

College of Arts and Sciences
(continued)



Gustavo Torres, Jr.
Benjamin J. Tracy
Amanda D. Tzivas
Therese A. Vaci
Frederick H. Vaineo
Sofia Eleni Vatougios**
Chance’s Dionne Walker
Kenard A. Walker, Jr. 
Lawanda Marsha Wallace
Kristin M. Wasilewski
Gabrielle Alexis Webb
Beth Weisgerber
Randall F. Wells
Daniel L. Wetzel
Jessica A. Wilkinson
Mark A. Williams
Sara Grace Witek
Keith M. Wood
Emily Elizabeth Wozniczka
Gissel Beliz Wright
Lauren Y. Young
Christopher R. Zaccaro
Michelle A. Zalesny
Macy Zamudio
Roman F. Zawada
Kelly Catherine Zielinski

Bachelor of Music
Kevin William Boevers** 
Nicole T. Henderson
Felix Ponce
Jason S. Thompson
Paul Vega
Joseph L. Wilkinson

Bachelor of Science
Wesam Basam Abdelrahman
Hadeel N. Abderrhaman
Samantha R. Abu Suwelem
Wesam M. Abukhaled
Mariam Jamal Ahmad*
Nisreen Alharsha
Yasmin M. AL-Wasiyah
Allan J. Amador

Michelle N. Augustinas
Guillermo Avila
Leah R. Banda
Ivonne Yadira Benitez
Breanna M. Boothe
Brendan P. Burke†
Tamara Inez Byas
Bianca Campos
Vincent J. Canino
Lourdes Cardenas
Tekeia Marie Carey
Ruben D. Chauca
Courtney J. Chmieleski
Delissa Danielle Collier
Alexis J. Cozzi
Kamri T. Curtis
Christopher G. Davis
Joseph M. Demarco
Casey T. Dembski
Dylan R. Dybalski
Ivie Jessica Ehigie**
Mariah R. Ellis
Dina S. Elmosa
Leajune Q. Fantroy
Jose M. Gallegos
Anna Maritza Galvez
Morgan N. Graves
Ana Guzman
Amanda M. Hallberg
Daniel Hanacek
Cydnee C. Harris
Jessica M. Haynes
Amber L. Henley
Danielle F. Inzinga
Patrick J. Johnson
Kevin P. Kaiser
Kassandra R. Kanaga
Kristen Sharon Kitsch
Robert Lachowski*
John P. Landis
Angelica M. Lauletta
Diana M. Luevano
Kristopher M. Lyzbicki
Patrick M. Madden

Johanna Mango
Mary K. Manzke
Melissa Marquez
Crystal Martinez
Corilynn Mc Veagh
Alicia Medina
Timothy J. Mikus
Abdel A. Mohammed
Daniel E. Monks
Andrianna L. Montgomery
Mark W. Muir
Lauren N. Murray**
Chioma P. Okere
Johana Olivas
Mahmoud Z. Othman
Katelin M. Pacella
Stephanie L. Panzer
Alexis L. Parson
Joanna E. Pavlopoulos
Rebecca L. Perry
Nicholas J. Pesek
Ralph A. Peyton
Maria C. Pittos
Alexandria N. Proffitt
Shantelle G. Rapp
Austin Sevren Regan
John Raymond Rhode
Kyle J. Rusco
Ewa Ryzewska
Aneta A. Rzepka
Gabriela Sanchez
Cynthia J. Schmitt
Rubi Serrato
Denisse Serrato-Gasca
Matthew M. Sheedy
Maura M. Slattery
D’Andre Y. Slaughter
Joy T. Smith
Nora E. Smith
David O. Sode
Damon J. Softcheck
Chris Stoeberl
Lindsay Studnicka
Maleka Z. Suleiman*

College of Arts and Sciences
(continued)

*Honors Core   **Honors Scholar   † In Memoriam

Mansi R. Thakar
Joceline Peralta Trabanino
Danielle N. Travis
Zachary G. Trent
Christina A. Vega
Victor William Vega
Carlos A. Vicencio
Rexford D. Wiafe
Michael J. Williamson

Master of Applied 
Computer Science
Tarfa Hassan Abu Isha
Hussah Nasser Alammari
Patrick A. Carroll
Ruben D. Chauca
Kevin P. Kaiser
Roaa Mansy
J Max Gerard P. Sazon
Ashley Skorski
D’Andre Y. Slaughter
Mohammad Hani Tayyib

Master of Science
Lindsey M. Bohlen

Brittany L. Buckner
Mariana Esther Cavallin
Mary F. Davidson
Laura P. Enzendorfer
Jennifer Favela
Megan T. Finnegan
Sarah Elizabeth Glasgow
Elyse K. Gnilka
Alice Jane Godfrey
Rebecca M. Henaghan
Kimberly Lynn Hollendoner
Kirsten Marie Iggins
Kelsey N. Kaelin
Alexandra Marie Karigan
Annie J. Kim
Kaila R. Koch
Amanda M. Maas
Michelle S. Mathew
Lea Rose Moravec
Aubrey Rose Neumann
Megan Renee Pondel
Amber M. Prskalo
Molly K. Rand
Julianne M. Reinbold
Kristi N. Roser
Kellie M. Ruane

Laura S. Russo
Inna Sedova
Catherine M. Smith
Beverly O. Tong
Erica Elizabeth Velasquez
Lindsy Apolinario Webb
Abby L. Weiss
Amanda L. Wilber
Jennifer Ashley Zmrhal

College of Arts and Sciences
(continued)



*Honors Core

Bachelor of Science
Katlin M. Adams
Marie E. Alberth
Juana E. Aldape
Alia Balovski
Taryn R. Booker
Amanda Mariah Campnell
Corinna D. Collaro-Kent
Mary E. Comerci
Victoria C. Czerpaniak
Tara K. Dempsey
Julie A. Fitzner
Jessica A. Galotta
Yasmin Garcia
Kayla M. Glogowski
Caitlin Noelle Glynn
Allison M. Goedke*
Kaylee A. Grady
Celia V. Hernandez
Guadalupe Hernandez
Holly M. Hilden
Mary Elizabeth Joyce
Rana A. Judeh
Sophia Kourvas
Taylor A. Kruczkowski
Courtney L. Krumreich
Kara M. Kurkewich
Serafin Lachino
Terence C. Masterson
Marissa M. Melvan
Nini Thi Nguyen
Katelyn M. Pollatz
Malissa A. Potoczny
Bryanne M. Prudden
Megan L. Roscetti

Master of Arts
Rebecca Renee Allen
Rachel Argueta
Michelle Augustyn
Sean R. Banasiak
Karen L. Beilfuss
Jennifer L. Binkowski
Brian Thomas Bonds

Tanya Bounds
Constance Broadnax
Tracy D. Brown, Jr.
Melissa M. Byrd
Georgina Cervantes
Daniel M. Chiarito
Laura A. Costello
Emanuel B. Crosby
Crystal Dawn Dabney
Sarah E. Davies
Lauren T. Doman
Kiah Duncan
Dina Therese Egan
Andrew T. Elder
Raland G. Engle
Melissa M. Fary
Brandon Lamont Fielder
Margaret E. Fitzgerald
Heriberto Garcia Luevano
Mark H. Grant
Brittney L. Gray
Sarah K. Greenfield
Katherine B. Hayes
Travis R. Johnson
Bernadette Jones
Emily J. Jones
Brenda J. Kane
Julie A. Keller
Debra L. Kern-Shuman
Nicole C. Kerr
Kari Lynne King
Kimberley N. Krawczyk
Kathleen A. Krol
Jacquelen B. Krupko
Donald P. Krystof
Gerald Juan Laboy
Maureen K. Lambert
Taylor Langel
Nicole A. Lawler
Jenny X. Lemus
Robert M. Lewandowski
Melissa A. Lieser
Colin Joseph Luce
Eugenia Maglaris
Nicole C. Marinec

Nina M. Mastro
Samantha A. McAdams
Angela R. Medina
Francesco Antonino Merenda
Anne Merritt
Toshia M. Minor
Darnisha Ashley Monson
Kijai Moreland
Andrew Alan Morgan
Meghan Lynn Morrison
Rocco A. Mossuto
Jacqueline Murray
Julia Therese Neville
Kristen M. Pesavento
Rebecca A. Pikula
Michelle C. Provenzano
Luke E. Rein
Sherry Reiss
Rebecca L. Renaud
Megan E. Rients
Lindsey A. Rubens
Michelle L. Sarich
Megan Patricia Scanlon
Jennifer D. Scavone
Kelsey Lynne Schopp
Jessica M. Schultz
Rory Quinn Sheahan
Eileen Caitlin Sheedy
Brendan J. Sheehy
Meegan Paige Sheppard
Patricia A. Stevens
Justin K. Stirn
Martin Strus
Marhonda Chevelle 
Thompson
Christina L. Thurman
Dominica A. Todd
Michelle J. Troutman
Patrice Elaine Wagner
Kate E. Walter
Trisha A. Weber
Elissa J. West-Frazier
Brian D. Wetherald
Jennifer M. Wyels
Erika P. Zavala

School of Education
 E. Suzanne Lee, Ph.D., Dean

Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing
Lamis Abu Taleb
Sarona Abu-Maizer
Ann Margaret Adduci
Katelyn R. Adent
Nathia Adkins
Jaclyn N. Aguinaga
Nesreen S. Alfawaqah
Mariam M. Allan
Aya M. Alsheikh
Denise B. Anderson
Alika R. Andres
George J. Antonopoulos
Monica Arambula
Linda Arciniega
Alros Raymond P. Avellana
Julie A. Ball
Christina Barajas
Nicole Neal Barczak
Diana Z. Beituni
Danielle J. Bejlovec
Aaron L. Betton
Brian G. Blake
Sabina A. Bomba
Angela M. Brown
Brittany E. Brunson
Samantha Claire Bugno
Arianna Calderon
Danielle P. Carenen
Gwenna L. Carie
Maria-Edith Casas Hernandez
Lauren E. Catinella
Jaclyn Chojna*
Katherine M. Clark
Kara Clarkin
Ashley A. Davis
Lauren Z. De Sagun
Maria Amparo Diaz
Rachel J. Didier
Michelle N. Downar
John R. Doyle
Alicia M. Drish

Kelly K. Dunne
Daniel L. Dyszkiewicz
Erica A. Dyszkiewicz
Florence Claire Edwards
Elva E. Escoto
Fabiola Espino
Kathleen M. Fagan
Meghan Clare Falsey
Nora I. Faraj
Dominique L. Fenner
Paige L. Ferchau
Gendell Punzalan Fernandez
Morgan K. Gabel
Joanna Galik
Joanna Garbala
Deanna P. Garcia
Jasmine M. Garcia
Stefanie C. Garcia
Jason J. Gatuz
Lauren L. Grzeskowiak**
Caitlin Kelly Guerrero
Nalleli Guerrero
Alma G. Guzman
Lauren A. Harris
Crystal Hernandez
Marcella A. High
Ryan M. Highland
Amanda M. Marcichow-
Howell
Christine I. Igiewe
Melissa A. Jeka
Shorok S. Judeh
Marie A. Kadowaki
Elizabeth A. Kamp
Kathryn M. Kelly
Lauren Rose Kenny
Jackson R. King
James D. King
Damanjit S. Kler
Lauren M. Knepper
Theresa Kochan
Jennifer D. Kohany
Nicole M. Koson
Daniel Kowalczyk

Katie R. Krutul
Jessica M. Kubiniec
Kathryn R. Lamb
Megan E. Lavelle**
Ramiro Ledesma
Alecia A. Lewis
Gina M. Livigni
Sara L. Lombardo
Johanna Karmina Luna
Larisa M. Machhadani
Michael K. Malecki
Manyor F. Mansaray
Tonia Mathew
Patricia McCarty
Caitlin A. McMahon
Jaclyn Elizabeth Medel
Alexis Rosalinda Medina
Rebecca M. Meister
Jamane Teves Mejia
Sarah Y. Musleh
Edward G. Nagel III
Alexa M. Nakutis
Darlene O. Narca
Brenda E. Navarro
Evelyn R. Nelson
Kenny Nevarez
Nicole K. Nonnemacher
Kelly A. O’Sullivan*
Carmen L. Otero
Shay McCutcheon O’Toole
Katarzyna J. Para
Anna T. Pelsi
Lisa M. Perrino
Keesha L. Pinkerton
Sara Puskarz
Emily A. Quinlan
Deborah J. Richmond
Morgan Roche
Carina Lourdes Rodriguez
Catherine A. Roman*
Lissette Roman
Mallorie T. Rosales
Irene E. Roti
Kara L. Roti

School of Nursing 

Gloria Jacobson, R.N., Ph.D., Dean

*Honors Core   **Honors Scholar



Laura J. Rozylowicz
Lauren A. Rubio*
Katherine Ryszkiewicz
Trisha J. Salazar
Lena Saleh
Gabrielle C. Saunders
Shannon S. Scales
Kaylin R. Schrader
Rachel M. Schroeder
Andrew J. Simon
Kevin P. Sink
Aleksandra A. Siuta
Nicollette E. Smith
Mark Sobczak
Janelle A. Sprouse
Holly L. Stevens
Megan Kathleen Sturomski
Chinnawat S. Sungkapan
Rachel Danette Sworsky
Justyna Szeliga
Brittany L. Tallman
Leah A. Taylor
Kristen E. Thomas
Alexander Tokarski*
Lauren A. Williamson
Catherine J. Zandi
Anthony M. Ziomek

Master of Science 
in Nursing
Stephena Anderson
Ana L. Avila
Danielle Alese Babbington
Jenna Marie Badour
Kimberly Michelle Barnes

Katherine M. Berhorst
Eileen M. Bucoy-Duque
Martina Buttilgero
Amanda L. Clark
Jenny Czekalski
Amal Dahmani
Tammy Tillman Danford
Yolanda De Leon
Kirsten A. Dickins
Melissa I. Di Domenico
Bridget G. Ehman
Kimberley K. Engelbaum
Marlena C. Fisher
Jacqueline Fitzgerald
Kristine L. Florczak
Dinora S. Flores
Sally Lynn Gianopoulos
Kellie E. Goble
Jeri A. Gooding
Jessica A. Gugel
Clare E. Hansen
Roberta A. Heldenbrand
Meredith J. Hines
Liyun Huang
Barbara Hunstiger
Cindy A. Johnson
Trisha Jurgemeyer
Lauren M. Kaczmarek
Kevin P. Kirk
Jennifer R. Komada
Amara Kroll
Jessica S. Kyles
Rozina Lalji
Whitney Lauren Luke
Doresa B. Maberry

Kimberly Ann Macasieb
Reni T. Mattathil
Stephanie M. McGinnis
Jessica L. Memmel
Angelina N. Metcalf
Ramada E. Miles
Kinsey Jane Roten Morgan
Anna L. Mulessa
Tonya K. Mullen
Molly K. Netter
Natalie F. Pelletier
Sheila D. Phillips
Katherine A. Reicher
Loretta Hayes Richardson
Nicole M. Rooney
Juan C. Rosas
Norman J. Rosenthall, II
Lissamma Roy
Stephanie E Rudisill
Tanya Cox Rutledge
Maureen Salinas
Courtney N. Sanchez
Catherine A. Simonek
Crystal J. Smith
Mildred P. Solomon
Lori B. Tomaszewski
Jeanna Marie P. Villanueva
Allison Visser
Sheila M. Wade
Michelle F. Wallace
Nicole A. Walton
Stephanie D. Winder-
Robinson
Debra M. Young

School of Nursing 
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Conference for Mercy Higher Education
The mission of the Conference for Mercy Higher Education is the preservation and development 
of the core Catholic identity and mission of Mercy higher education in accord with the spirit, 
mission and heritage of the Sisters of Mercy. 

Member Institutions
Founded
1846	 Saint Xavier University	 Chicago, Illinois
1853	 Mount Aloysius College	 Cresson, Pennsylvania
1908	 Georgian Court University	 Lakewood, New Jersey
1912	 Saint Joseph’s College of Maine	 Standish, Maine
1923	 College of Saint Mary	 Omaha, Nebraska
1924	 Misericordia University	 Dallas, Pennsylvania
1926	 Mercyhurst College	 Erie, Pennsylvania
1928	 Mount Mercy College	 Cedar Rapids, Iowa
1929	 Carlow University	 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
1932	 University of Saint Joseph, Connecticut	 West Hartford, Connecticut
1934	 Salve Regina University	 Newport, Rhode Island
1941	 University of Detroit Mercy	 Detroit, Michigan
1948	 Gwynedd-Mercy College	 Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania
1958	 Maria College	 Albany, New York
1958	 Trocaire College	 Buffalo, New York

Associate Member: Mercy College of Health Sciences



Presidents of Saint Xavier College/University
1912-1916	 Mother M. Xavier Flanagan, RSM †
1916-1919	 Mother M. de Sales Ryan, RSM †
1919-1925	 Mother M. Sophia Mitchell, RSM, Ph.B. †
1925-1928	 Mother M. Cyril McGurn, RSM †
1928-1936	 Mother M. Sophia Mitchell, RSM, Ph.B. †
1936-1939	 Mother M. Genevieve Crane, RSM, A.B. †
1939-1945	 Mother M. Inez Bogan, RSM, Ph.D. †
1945-1960	 Mother M. Huberta McCarthy, RSM, M.S. †
1960-1963	 Sister M. Josetta Butler, RSM, Ph.D. †
1963-1968	 Sister M. Olivia Barrett, RSM, Ph.D. †
1968-1969	 Marvin G. Osborn, Jr., M.A., Interim
1969-1972	 Harry A. Marmion, Ph.D. †
1972-1982	 Sister M. Irenaeus Chekouras, RSM, Ph.D. †
1982-1994	 Ronald O. Champagne, Ph.D.
1994	� Sister Colette Mahoney, R.S.H.M., Ph.D., Interim †
1994-2003	 Richard A. Yanikoski, Ph.D.
2003-2009	 Judith A. Dwyer, Ph.D.
2009-2010	 Angela Durante, Ph.D., Interim
2010-	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.

† Deceased

Honorary Degree Recipients

1950	 Ms. Mary Amberg
1950	 Ms. Marie Plamondon  
1952	 Ms. Laura B. Corbett
1960	 Honorable Richard J. Daley  
1960	 Mr. Benjamin F. Lindheimer  
1960	 Mr. Charles F. Murphy  
1960 	 Mr. Morgan Murphy  
1961	 Very Reverend John E. Marr, O.P.
1961 	 Mother M. Huberta McCarthy, R.S.M. 
1961	 Mr. Peter M. Shannon  
1961 	 Mr. Thomas J. Walsh  
1961	� Mother M. Regina Cunningham,  

R.S.M.  
1963	 Mrs. Eleanor Daley  
1963	 Dr. Gertrude Engbring  
1965	 Ms. Esther Garrison
1965	 Honorable Edith Green
1965	 Mr. R. Sargent Shriver  
1971	 Mr. Donald O’Toole  
1971	 Mr. Marvin G. Osborn Jr.
1978	 Mr. Thomas A. Lewis  
1981	 Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino
1983	 Mr. William B. Graham  
1983	 Most Reverend John R. Roach, D.D.  
1983	 Dr. Rosemary R. Ruether
1984	 Mrs. Gwendolyn Brooks  
1984	 Archbishop Dom Helder Camara  
1984	 Mr. A. N. Pritzker  
1985	 Sister Mary Brian Costello, R.S.M.
1985	 Mr. Arthur Rubloff  
1985	 Mr. Jonathan E. Schell
1986	 Mr. Wallace E. Carroll  
1986	 Ms. Ardis Krainik  
1986	 Sister Sheila Lyne, R.S.M.
1987	 Mrs. Marjorie C. Benton
1987	 Mr. Robert W. Galvin

1987	 Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan  
1988	 Joseph Cardinal Bernardin  
1988	 Ms. Margaret Hillis  
1988	 Mr. Arturo Velasquez  
1989	 Mr. Lester Crown
1989	 Mr. Anthony DeSantis  
1989	 Monsignor John J. Egan  
1989	 Mrs. Maria T. Paschen
1990	 Mr. John F. Cuneo Jr.
1990	 Dr. Martin E. Marty
1990	 Mrs. Jayne C. Thompson
1991	 Monsignor Ignatius D. McDermott  
1991	 Dr. Donna Shalala
1991	 Mr. Jerrold Wexler  
1992	 Dr. Leon Lederman
1992	 Mr. Andrew J. McKenna
1992	 Ms. Kathy Osterman  
1993	 Ms. Eppie Lederer  
1993	 Mr. Frank W. Luerssen
1993 	 Dr. Garry Wills
1994	 Mr. Frank W. Considine
1994	 Ms. Mary Gordon
1994	 Mr. William A. McIntosh
1995	 Sister Alice Gallin, O.S.U.
1995	 Mr. Michael Novak
1995	 Mr. Martin Ozinga, Jr.  
1996	 Sister Doris Gottemoeller, R.S.M.
1996	 Dr. David Tracy
1997	 Ms. Tracy Chapman
1997	 Dr. Muhammad Yunus
1998	 Mr. Robert E. Hord Sr.  
1998	 Mr. David S. Logan  
1998	 Dr. Elaine M. Schuster
1998	 Mr. Christopher Zorich
1999	 Mr. Bernard L. Downey
1999	 Ms. Mary Houghton



Honorary Degree Recipients
(continued)

1999	 Dr. Janet D. Rowley
1999	 Mr. Brian O. Shannon  
2000	 Mr. Marshall B. Front
2000	 Mr. Arthur R. Velasquez
2001	 Mr. Ramsey Lewis
2001	 Sister Christian Molidor, R.S.M.  
2001	 Reverend John J. Wall
2002	 Mr. John Callaway  
2002	 Mr. Terry G. Hillard
2002	 Mr. James T. Joyce
2002	 Mr. Jack Simmerling
2003	 Mr. Richard E. Terry
2004	 Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
2005	 Ms. Margaret T.G. Burroughs  
2005	 Sister Margaret A. Farley, R.S.M.
2005	 Mr. Norman C. Francis
2006	 Sister Rosemary Connelly, R.S.M. 
2007	 Mr. Warner Saunders
2007	 Mr. Norman R. Bobins
2007	 General Colin L. Powell (Ret.)
2007	 Sister Ana Maria Pineda, R.S.M.
2008	 Mr. James J. O’Connor
2008	 Mr. James J. McDonough
2008	 Mrs. Margaret Corbett Daley  
2008	 Mr. Elie Wiesel

2008	 Sister Sharon Ann Euart, R.S.M.
2009	 Mr. Robert Stump
2009	 Mrs. Mary Rita Stump
2009	 Mr. Richard H. Driehaus
2009	 Sister Mary Aquin O’Neill, R.S.M.
2010	 Mr. Larry R. Rogers Sr.
2010	 Reverend Michael M. Boland
2010	 Dr. Jeanette Rodriguez
2010	 Sister Lois Graver, R.S.M.
2010	 The Honorable Virginia A. Rugai
2011	 Mr. Michael Carroll
2011	 Mr. Donald Paul Hahn
2011	 Mr. Dominic Belmonte
2011	 Most Reverend Moses B. Anderson, S.S.E.  
2011	 Mr. Sidney Finkel
2012	 Sister Marilyn Lacey, R.S.M.
2012	 Dr. Courtney H. Lyder
2012	 Dr. Joseph Parisi 
2013	 Mr. Edward D. Maloney
2013	 Reverend Donald A. Doll, S.J.
2014	 Sister Lillian Murphy, R.S.M.
2014	 Ms. Barbara Byrd-Bennett
2015	 Dr. Jason Canner
2015	 Mr. James Reynolds Jr., M.S.F.

The Ceremonial Mace
Saint Xavier University introduced a ceremonial mace to the commencement procession in January 
2004. The mace is an ornamental staff that has historically symbolized academic authority and adds 
to the pageantry of the ceremony. The Saint Xavier University mace consists of a carved walnut staff 
adorned with the Saint Xavier seal, cast in bronze, and is ushered in by an honored faculty member 
serving as the grand marshal of the procession. The mace is displayed in the University’s Robert and 
Mary Rita Murphy Stump Library.

Academic Dress and Procession
“The formal academic regalia being worn today had their origin in the clerical costumes of medieval 
Europe and have evolved into a great variety of patterns and styles. Late in the last century, the 
American colleges and universities agreed to standardize their regalia; however, there is now a movement 
to return to individual designs for each institution.

The gown worn by those holding or receiving the bachelor’s degree is plain black with pointed sleeves. The 
master’s gown was characterized by a unique, long, closed sleeve with a slit at the elbow, through which 
the arm protruded; thus peculiarity is now being replaced by a sleeve more like that of the bachelor’s. The 
doctoral gown has very full bell sleeves and is trimmed with velvet in panels down the front and in strips 
across the sleeves. This trim may be either black or in a color that denotes the particular type of doctorate – 
royal blue for the Ph.D., green for the M.D., and various others.

The familiar mortarboard cap bears only a faint resemblance to its close relative, the clerical biretta. 
Some institutions now specify a soft cap somewhat like a tam o’shanter. The bachelor’s decorate the cap 
with a tassel in black or the color indicative of the degree. Master’s wear black tassels; the doctors wear 
either black or metallic gold.

Most symbolic and informative of the regalia is the hood, which is no longer raised over the head, but 
is hung down the back, just as a cleric wore it when baring the head in church.  The bachelor’s hood is 
three feet long, the master’s is three-and-one-half feet, and the doctor’s is four feet long with a rectangular 
panel, which once served as a shoulder cap when the hood was raised. A curious short tail at the peak of 
the hood is all that now remains of a long strip, which was wrapped around the throat as a scarf. All of the 
hoods have a velvet border in the color of the degree according to the same system used for the trim of the 
doctoral gown.

In the Middle Ages, academic hoods were lined with miniver, lamb’s wool, or rabbit fur – a necessity in 
unheated schools and churches. By the 14th century, professors wore silk-lined hoods in summer; satin is 
now used to line the hoods. The colors and patterns of the satin lining of the hood identify the college or 
university conferring the degree.”

Richard C. Pilger, Jr., Marshal Emeritus, Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana.  
Used with permission.



The following is a list of common academic colors:

A Special Request to the Guests of Our Graduates
To assure that today’s ceremony is a joyous occasion for all those present, we respectfully request that 
guests of the graduates remain seated during the ceremony. As names are called, please respect all of the 
graduates by refraining from shouts, whistles or extraneous noise. 

At the end of the ceremony, guests are asked to remain in their seats until the recessional of graduates 
has left the Shannon Center arena.

Graduation Honors
Due to grade reporting and program printing deadlines, graduation honors are not listed in the 
commencement booklet. However, graduation honors are announced with the students’ names as the 
diploma is awarded.

To be eligible for graduation honors, students must have completed at least fifty (50) graded semester 
hours at Saint Xavier University and earned a cumulative grade-point average of:

		  3.50 for Cum Laude (with honors, white Honor Cords)

		  3.70 for Magna Cum Laude (with high honors, silver Honor Cords)

		  3.90 for Summa Cum Laude (with highest honors, gold Honor Cords)

The cumulative GPA is based exclusively on credits earned at Saint Xavier University and is the higher 
of (a) the GPA for all credits earned at Saint Xavier University or (b) the last 50 hours earned prior 
to graduation. If the student reaches and exceeds 50 hours in a term, then all courses earned that term 
are counted in the GPA for the “last 50 hours.” The student is not allowed to pick the courses to equal 
exactly 50 hours. Graduation honors are recognized for undergraduate degrees only. 

Honors announced during the Commencement ceremonies are anticipated honors based upon grades 
posted to the student record, excluding the current active semester. The honors posted on the transcript, 
as part of the student’s official record, are based upon grades earned through the final semester. The 
posted honors may differ from the announced honors.

“Honors Scholar” denotes a student who has completed all requirements of the Saint Xavier University 
Undergraduate Honors Program, a total of seven honors units, including completion of an Honors Senior 
Capstone Project.

“Honor Core” denotes a student who has completed the five honors general education courses required 
by the Saint Xavier University Undergraduate Honors Program.

Arts, Letters, Humanities	 White
Business, Accounting	 Light Brown
Education	 Light Blue
Fine Arts	 Brown
Music	 Pink
Nursing	 Apricot

Philosophy	 Dark Blue
Public Health	 Salmon Pink
Science	 Golden Yellow
Social Work	 Citron
Speech	 Silver Gray
Theology, Religious Studies	 Scarlet

The Suscipe of Mother Mary Catherine McAuley
(1778-1841)

Founder of the Religious Sisters of Mercy (1831)
Declared Venerable by Pope John Paul II (1990) 

My God, I am thine for all eternity; 

teach me to cast my whole self into the arms of Thy Providence 

with the most lively unlimited confidence 

in Thy compassionate, tender pity. 

“Grant, O most Merciful Redeemer, 

that whatever Thou dost ordain or permit 

may always be acceptable to me; 

take from my heart all painful anxiety, 

suffer nothing to afflict me, but sin; 

nothing to delight me, but the hope of coming 

to the possession of Thee, my God, 

in Thy own everlasting Kingdom. Amen.” 
 

The original wording of “The Suscipe” as found
 in Catherine McAuley and the Tradition of Mercy, by Mary C. Sullivan, R.S.M. 

	



Commencement Planning Committee

Jeannette H. Boudos, B.A.
Executive Director, Special Events/University Relations

Greg A. Coutts, Ph.D.
Acting Dean, College of Arts & Sciences

Michael T. Grimm, B.A., ’03
Associate Director of Production Services, Center for 

Instructional Design and Academic Technology

Amelia Hernandez
Student Representative

Peter Hilton, Ph.D.
President, Faculty Senate 

Associate Professor, School of Education

Deb Keane, B.A. ’10
Assistant to Provost and 

Co-chair, Commencement Committee

Graziano Marcheschi, D.Min.
Vice President, University Mission and Ministry

Margaret McDonnell, ’92, M.A. ’97
Director, Learning Center and Disabilities Services

Leah Moore, B.A. ’12
Facilities Manager, Housekeeping

Linda Moreno ’03, M.B.A. ’05
Director, Auxiliary Services

Stephanie Moye
Senior Director, Dining Services

Anne Neeson, B.S.
Assistant to Associate Dean, 

UG/ School of Nursing Representative

Debra T. Nutley
Office Manager, Academic Affairs 

and Coordinator, Grad Fest 

Darrell Parks, B.A.
Director of Security, Public Safety

Jennifer Quinlan, M.B.A. ’04   
Director, Shannon Center

Kathy Roberts
Office Manager/GSM Respresentative, 

Graham School of Management

Gina Rossetti, Ph.D.
Vice President, Faculty Senate 

Associate Professor, Language and Literature

Carrie Schade, M.Ed.
Assistant Vice President, Student Affairs

Peter J. Skach, B.S.
Director, Facilities Services

Debbie Strubin, B.A. ’14
Assistant to Program Chairs and Facult

Barbara A. Sutton, B.S. 
Director, Records and Registration Services 
and Co-chair, Commencement Committee

Brandon Swanson, B.A. ‘15 
Assistant Director of Alumni & Parent Relations

Joshua Thompson, D.M.A.
Assistant Professorial Lecturer, Music Department 

Director of Instrumental Activities

Jack Touhy, M.P.A., C.P.C.
Director and Chief of Police, Public Safety

Maureen Wogan, M.A., ’94
Associate Provost for Retention, Records and Advising

Gail B. Young, B.A.
Executive Assistant to the President, President’s Office

A special thanks to all those who helped with planning 2016 Commencement.
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